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St. Xavier Property 
 

Agreement for Conservation Acquisition 
 

In January 2021 WLT was honored to enter into an agreement with the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community, Inc. for s conservation acquisition of 
the Sisters’  property along Route 30 and St. Xavier Road in Unity Township, just west of the 
Arnold Palmer Regional Airport.   
 

The approximately 247-acre property has a exceptionally 
rich heritage.  St. Xavier Academy was established there in 
1847; establishment of the St. Xavier convent soon 
followed; and the institutions grew until a fire destroyed the 
buildings in 1868.  The Sisters rebuilt with the help of local 
benefactors, and the new buildings of the Academy and 

Convent operated continuously 
until the buildings were again 
destroyed by fire in 1972.    
 

Since that time, much of the St. Xavier land was actively farmed.  In July 2018 WLT began to 
discuss possibilities for the property’s conservation with the Sisters, who are deeply committed to 
the environment, community, and stewardship of the property.  From mid-2018 WLT undertook 
several visits to the property, research, study of the land, and development and collaborative 
refinement of a vision for the land’s conservation.   
 
Preliminary plans include enrollment of 
the former farm fields in the United States 
Department of Agriculture Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (USDA 
CREP) with establishment of meadows of 
indigenous grasses and wildflowers, and 
improvement of riparian buffer areas with 
plantings of native trees and shrubs.   
 

 
DCNR Grant Award 
 

During late winter and spring 2021, WLT  
completed work supporting a spring 2021 
grant application to Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR) for funding for 
conservation acquisition of this property.  
On December 30, 2021 WLT received the 
good news of a DCNR grant award of 
$1,100,000 for the acquisition. 
 
 
 

Photo from PA Historical 
Marker Database 

Postcard image of the 
former St. Xavier Academy 

Photo from St. Xavier Academy Alumni Facebook page, 
 courtesy of Susan Baur Scherff 
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Forthcoming Effort 

WLT continues to work with 
the Sisters of Mercy to 
complete the efforts required 
for the conservation 
acquisition of this important 
and historic property.  
Completion of the acquisition 
will be a focus of the WLT 
during 2022.   

Planning will follow, based 
on the future establishment of 
a nature preserve open for 
low-impact public visitation 
and enjoyment.  Detailed 
plans will be developed to 
include accessible trails 
through the former campus 
and convent areas, walking 
trails through the fields and 
woodlands, and phased 
addition of visitor amenities 
along with interpretive 
signage and materials 
explaining the history of the 
property. 

Short and long-term 
management plans will 
include improving the quality 
of wildlife habitat in the 
former farm fields and 
woodlands; restoration of 
wetland lands;  and 
strengthening of buffer areas 
flanking Monastery Run and 
its tributaries. 

There is considerable interest 
in collection and organization 
of historical and anecdotal 
information about the 
property, which will support 
the future development of 
interpretive materials about 
the history of the site. 

Postcard images of the former St. Xavier Academy 
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OPEN HOUSE 
ST. XAVIER NATURE PRESERVE 

106 ST. XAVIER ROAD* 
LATROBE, PA 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 
10 AM TO 4 PM 

*ALONG U.S. ROUTE 30 AND ST. XAVIER ROAD 

JUST WEST OF THE ARNOLD PALMER REGIONAL AIRPORT 
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ST. XAVIER OPEN HOUSE 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 

10 AM - 4 PM 

IN THE MAIN TENT 

11 AM CELEBRATION OF CONSERVATION OF THE LAND 
12 NOON RECOGNITION OF KAREN JURKOVIC, JOHN LOHR & LOREE SPEEDY 

IN THE GUESTHOUSE "BELLBROOK" 

TOURS OF BELLBROOK 
CELTIC HARP MUSIC 

SARAH MCINTOSH (10 AM TO 1 PM) 
SARAH MIDDLEMISS (1 PM TO 4 PM)  

REFRESHMENTS IN THE DINING ROOM 
DISPLAYS ABOUT THE ACADEMY & CONVENT 

ACTIVITIES ON THE BACK PORCH AND IN THE BACK YARD 

NATURE JOURNALS 
GYOTAKU (JAPANESE FISH PRINTING) 
T-SHIRT TIE-DYING

THROUGHOUT THE GROUNDS 

GOLF CART TOURS WILL LEAVE FROM FRONT YARD 
WALK TO THE CAMPUS AREA AND ST. XAVIER CEMETERY 
EXPLORE ON YOUR OWN (SEE MAP ON BACK COVER) 

A SPECIAL WELCOME  
TO SISTERS OF MERCY & ST. XAVIER ALUMNI
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ST. XAVIER OPEN HOUSE

THE BOARD OF THE WESTMORELAND LAND TRUST 
EXTENDS MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 

PLATINUM ($1,000) 
PATRICK AND LYNN GURRENTZ 

ANN & LAURA LOFTUS, IN LOVING MEMORY OF SR. ELEANOR LOFTUS, RSM, 
 AND HER BROTHER EDWARD W. LOFTUS

GOLD ($500) 
CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC. 

CLARK-HUNTER FOUNDATION 
UNITY MEMORIALS (BRIAN AND SHARON SCHMUCKER) 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

SILVER ($250) 
COMMISSIONER DOUG CHEW 

FAHRINGER MCCARTY GREY, INC. 
GREEN SOLAR SYSTEMS LLC 
BILL AND KATHY MIHALCO 

THOMAS J. & JANICE MIKAN 
PITTSBURGH PIRATES 

BRONZE ($100) 
FRED BONONI 

CAROLYN FALCON 
TED HARHAI 

DR. MARY ANN HVIZDOS, IN MEMORY OF OUR GRANDMOTHER MARY K. PEVARNIK 
GREATER LATROBE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

LARRY LAUDE AND MARIANNE KASICA 
LAUREL NURSERY / GARDEN CENTER 

CAROL AND JOHN LOHR 
LOWES OF LATROBE 

NICKOS CHIMNEY COMPANY 
DEBORAH PAVETTI, ST. XAVIER ACADEMY CLASS OF 1972 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
PATRICK ROBERTS 

SECOND HALF WEALTH MANAGEMENT 
KEN SKOVENSKI 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

AND ALL WHO HAVE HELPED  
WITH PREPARATIONS AND THE OPEN HOUSE 

11



4 | P a g e

ST. XAVIER NATURE PRESERVE  

WELCOME TO THE ST. XAVIER NATURE 
PRESERVE!  IN AUGUST 2022 THE SISTERS OF 
MERCY CONVEYED THE 248-ACRE ST. XAVIER 
PROPERTY TO THE WESTMORELAND LAND 
TRUST (WLT) TO BE CONSERVED AS A NATURE 
PRESERVE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.   

DISCUSSION OF THE PROPERTY'S CONSERVATION STARTED IN JULY 2018.  
FROM THAT TIME WLT WORKED IN COLLABORATION WITH A COMMITTEE OF 
THE PITTSBURGH SISTERS OF MERCY TO DEVELOP A VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF 
THE LAND.  MEMBERS OF THE SISTERS' COMMITTEE WERE SHEILA CARNEY, 
BONNIE HEH, MARY JOY HAYWOOD, KATHLEEN SWEENEY, JEANNE SNYDER, 
SUSAN WELSH AND PAT WHALEN.  

TOM GUELCHER 
(THE PROPERTY 
MANAGER FOR 
THE SISTERS OF 
MERCY OF THE 
AMERICAS, NY, 
PA, AND PACIFIC 
WEST 
COMMUNITY) 
COORDINATED 
THIS EFFORT. 
MEETINGS AND 
DISCUSSIONS 
ALONG WITH THE 
SISTERS' 1993 
"PRINCIPLES 
GOVERNING 
STEWARDSHIP OF 
ST. XAVIER'S" 
PROVIDED 
GUIDANCE.  

12
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THROUGHOUT 2020 PLANNING THE PROPERTY'S CONSERVATION 
CONTINUED, AND ON JANUARY 28, 2021, WLT AND THE INSTITUTE 
LEADERSHIP TEAM OF THE SISTERS OF MERCY AT THAT TIME (SISTER 
PATRICIA MCDERMOTT, PRESIDENT AND SISTERS PATRICIA FLYNN, JUDITH 
FRIKKER, AINE O’CONNOR AND ANNE MARIE MILLER) ENTERED INTO 
AGREEMENTS FOR CONSERVATION OF THE ST. XAVIER PROPERTY. 

IN DECEMBER 2021, PENNSYLVANIA'S DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES AWARDED A GRANT OF $1,100,000 TO WLT 
TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY.  ON AUGUST 26, 2022 THE SISTERS OF 
MERCY CONVEYED THE ST. XAVIER PROPERTY TO THE WLT AND ALSO 
MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION FOR ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF 
THE PROPERTY.  THE KATHERINE MABIS MCKENNA FOUNDATION 
PROVIDED FUNDING FOR INITIAL CONSERVATION WORK ON THE PROPERTY. 

WLT HAS BEEN HONORED TO ASSIST THE SISTERS OF MERCY IN SECURING 
CONSERVATION OF THIS LAND AS A PROFOUND LEGACY OF THE SISTERS, 
AND IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO ALL WHO HAVE SUPPORTED OR ASSISTED 
WITH THIS ACQUISITION.   

From "The Saint Xavier Land 
Book of Walking Tours,  

First used on June 4, 1988": 

"We invite you to 
enjoy and reverence 
this beautiful land." 

The Sisters of Mercy 
of Pittsburgh

Calligraphy presented 
to the Sisters by WLT 
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HISTORY OF ST. XAVIER ACADEMY AND CONVENT 

THE ST. XAVIER 
PROPERTY HAS A RICH 
HERITAGE AS THE SITE OF 
THE SISTERS' OF MERCY 
FORMER ST. XAVIER 
ACADEMY AND 
CONVENT.   

THE CONGREGATION OF 
SISTERS OF MERCY STARTED IN DUBLIN, IRELAND IN THE 1820S WHEN CATHERINE 
MCAULEY MADE USE OF AN INHERITANCE TO BUILD A HOUSE AS A SHELTER AND 
SCHOOL FOR POOR GIRLS AND WOMEN.  IN 1828, THE NAME "SISTERS OF MERCY" 
WAS CHOSEN FOR THE WOMEN ASSISTING WITH THE SHELTER, AND IN 1829 THE 
SISTERS OF MERCY UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED THAT THE GROUP WOULD BECOME A 
RELIGIOUS CONGREGATION.  IN 1831, CATHERINE MCAULEY, MARY ANN DOYLE, 
AND MARY ELIZABETH HARLEY PROFESSED THEIR VOWS, THEREBY FOUNDING THE 
RELIGIOUS ORDER. 

THROUGHOUT THE 1830S AND EARLY 1840S THE ORDER ESTABLISHED 11 
ADDITIONAL FACILITIES IN ENGLAND AND IRELAND THAT OFFERED SHELTER TO POOR 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND PROVIDED NURSING ASSISTANCE DURING OUTBREAKS 
OF CHOLERA.  THE FIRST CONVENT OF MERCY 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1839 IN LONDON.  
SISTERS ESTABLISHED A CONGREGATION IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND IN 1842, IN PITTSBURGH 
IN 1843, IN AUSTRALIA IN 1846, AND IN 
NEW ZEALAND IN 1850. 

INVITED BY BISHOP MICHAEL O'CONNOR OF 
THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE IN PITTSBURGH, 
SEVEN SISTERS TRAVELED TO THE UNITED 
STATES FROM CARLOW, IRELAND IN 1843:  
FRANCES WARDE, JOSEPHINE CULLEN, 
VERONICA MCDARBY, ELIZABETH STRANGE, 
ALOYSIA STRANGE, PHILOMENA REID AND 
MARGARET (AGATHA) O'BRIEN.  THE 
SISTERS SETTLED IN A BUILDING ON PENN 
AVENUE IN PITTSBURGH, WHERE THEY 
ORGANIZED A CONVENT AND GRADE SCHOOL. 

WLT thanks Sr. Sheila Carney for 
kindly furnishing much historical 

information, including a 
collection of written 

recollections and articles, and  
books: Memoirs of the 

Pittsburgh Sisters of Mercy, 
1843-1917 (1918) compiled 
from various sources and On 

The Wing, The Story of the 
Pittsburgh Sisters of Mercy / 

1843-1968 by Sister M. Jerome 
McHale. WLT also thanks  Sr. 

Katherine Sweeney, Sr. Patricia 
McCann, and Mary Ann 

Calabrase (Class of '72) for their 
kind provision of lists of alumni 

of St. Xavier Academy. 
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IN 1844, HENRY KUHN OFFERED A 108-ACRE FARM NEAR LATROBE TO THE 
SISTERS, AND IN 1845 FRANCES WARDE OPENED MOUNT ST. VINCENT ACADEMY 
FOR YOUNG LADIES AT THIS LOCATION.   

WHEN THE 
BENEDICTINE MONKS 
CAME TO THE ST. 
VINCENT PROPERTY, 
THE SISTERS 
CONSTRUCTED A NEW 
BUILDING AND IN 
1847 THE ACADEMY 
MOVED TO THE NEW BUILDING, 
NAMED ST. XAVIER ACADEMY TO 
HONOR SISTER FRANCES XAVIER 
WARDE.  PITTSBURGH SISTERS 
ALSO WENT ON TO TEACH AT ST. 
PAUL'S PAROCHIAL SCHOOL IN 
OAKLAND, ESTABLISH MERCY 
HOSPITAL IN PITTSBURGH, AND 
TRAVEL TO BUILD CONVENTS, 
SCHOOLS, AND HOSPITALS IN MANY 
LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE 
UNITED STATES AND BEYOND. 

ST. XAVIER ACADEMY AND 
CONVENT GREW UNTIL A 
FIRE DESTROYED THE 
BUILDINGS IN 1868.  AFTER 
THAT FIRE, THE SISTERS 
REBUILT WITH THE HELP OF 
LOCAL BENEFACTORS.  THE 
NEW BUILDINGS OF THE 
ACADEMY AND CONVENT 
OPERATED CONTINUOUSLY AS 
A WELL-RESPECTED AND 
WELL-LOVED INSTITUTION 
UNTIL THE THE BUILDINGS 
WERE AGAIN DESTROYED BY 
FIRE ON MARCH 16, 1972.  

"...for the first time in my life I rubbed shoulders with 
girls from homes that were different from my own 
low-middle-class, Italian American family.  Why, there 
were girls who were wealthy!  And there were girls 
who lived in the big city (Pittsburgh)!  And there were 
girls who were not even Catholic!" 

From Marianne E. Felice 

"The evenings held a special interest for me 
because the entire Saint Xavier Community 
gathered on the Academy porch for 
recreation.  The senior sisters told the most 
delightful stories about the courageous 
sisters who pioneered the way for us.  These 
were the heroic women who conquered fear 
and nature:  they built, organized, taught, 
nursed, and set in motion the great religious 
order of the Sisters of Mercy in America.  Each 
night we participated in games, songfests; we 
enjoyed cookies and refreshments, walked in 
the grove, and relaxed on the benches and 
lawn swings." 

From "My Personal Connectedness to Saint 
Xavier" by Sister Wilfrid Darby 
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FEATURES OF THE ST. XAVIER PROPERTY TODAY 

THE GUESTHOUSE BELLBROOK WAS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THE FIRE OF 1972, 
AND REMAINS ON THE PROPERTY 
TODAY.  IT IS VISIBLE TO THE RIGHT AS 
SOON AS ONE TURNS ONTO ST. 
XAVIER ROAD FROM ROUTE 30.  
BUILT IN 1862, BELLBROOK WAS 
NAMED FOR THE ESTATE SOUTHWEST 
OF DUBLIN THAT WAS THE 
BIRTHPLACE AND CHILDHOOD HOME 
OF SISTER FRANCES WARDE.   

THE GRACIOUS PROPORTIONS OF 
BELLBROOK'S ROOMS AND ITS 
ELEGANT ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS 
ARE EVOCATIVE OF ITS ERA AND ITS 
HISTORICAL USE BY THE SISTERS OF 
MERCY. 

".... In 1861, Mother Rose 
Hostetter, one of the most 
progressive Mother 
Superiors, built a trim 
brick guest house on a 
corner lot bordering the 
Pike and the little country 
road.  It still stands, a 
sturdy monument to the 
architecture of those 
days." 

From "The Guest House 
(Bellbrook)" 

"It was a prized privilege for students 
to accompany their parents at the 
guest house at First Communion, 
Confirmation, Graduation or dramatic 
entertainment that kept parents 
overnight.  Although it was exactly the 
same food as that served in the 
students' dining room, it always tasted 
different under the capable hands of 
Miss Annie Feeley, the hostess." 

From "The Guest House (Bellbrook)" 

From "The St. Xavier Land Book of 
Walking Tours, First Used on June 
4, 1988":  

“As we walk this land, we 
remember the first Sisters of 
Mercy who walked it, dreaming 
and planning for what they might 
build here.  Today we ask the land 
to teach us, to show us how best 
to respond to it.  We ... look with 
fresh eyes at what the land offers, 
and how we can be good 
stewards.” 
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TODAY'S WOODED GROVE ALONGSIDE ST. XAVIER ROAD HOLDS WALKWAYS, 
BENCHES, AND REMNANTS OF THE OLD TENNIS COURT AND SHUFFLEBOARD COURTS 
AMIDST MANY MAGNIFICENT SPECIMEN TREES. 

TODAY THE ST. XAVIER NATURE 
PRESERVE OFFERS EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
EXPLORATION, OBSERVATION OF 
FLORA AND FAUNA, AND 
DISCOVERY OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REMNANTS FROM THE FORMER ACADEMY AND CONVENT.  SEVERAL FARM ROADS 
AND WOODLAND TRAILS PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE FIELDS AND FORESTS.  

"As we approached the 
Academy, the beauty of the 
Grove startled me.  Sisters 
were enjoying swings 
under the trees or just 
walking around different 
sections of the Grove." 

From "Faint Memories of 
Saint Xavier's" by Sister M. 
Jerome McHale 

"The Grove contained many varieties 
and species of plants.  One was the 
pecan tree which stood near the 
grassy area in front of the Academy.  
Another was a beautiful white birch.  
There were also many buckeye, oak, 
and maple, as well as ironwood, tulip 
and evergreen trees.  I had brought 
the tulip tree from Chestnut Ridge 
and planted it near the shuffleboard 
court which Mr. Laboon had donated 
in honor of Sisters de Lellis, Rosemary, 
and Joan Laboon.  Shrubs and 
perennials surrounded the two 
statues in the Grove." 

From Memories of Saint Xavier's 1964
- 1968 by Sister Mary Joy Haywood 
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WESTMORELAND LAND TRUST WORK AT ST. XAVIER 

OVER 80 ACRES OF THE 248-ACRE ST. XAVIER 
NATURE PRESERVE HAVE BEEN ENROLLED IN THE 
UNITED STATED DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
(CREP) WHICH - ALONG WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT 
FROM THE KATHERINE MABIS MCKENNA 
FOUNDATION - PROVIDED FOR FALL 2022 PLANTING 
OF 2380 TREE SAPLINGS AND 612 SHRUBS TO 
STRENGTHEN RIPARIAN BUFFERS AND SPRING 2023 
PLANTING OF ABOUT 70 ACRES OF MEADOWS OF 
NATIVE WARM SEASON GRASSES AND WILDFLOWERS.  

IN SPRING 2023 GREATER 
LATROBE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS ASSISTED WLT 
VOLUNTEERS TO CARE FOR THE 
TREE TUBES AND NETS 
PROTECTING THE TREE AND 
SHRUB SAPLINGS.  

WITH INITIAL CREP CONSERVATION PLANTINGS COMPLETED, ONGOING 
MAINTENANCE AND CARE OF THE CREP AREAS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE 15-
YEAR DURATION OF THE CREP AGREEMENTS INCLUDING MOWING, CONTROLLING 
INVASIVE PLANTS, MAINTAINING TREE TUBES AND CAGES, AND PROTECTING AND 
NURTURING THE YOUNG TREES AND SHRUBS. 

OVER THE WINTER OF 2022/2023, WLT CONTRACTED FOR WORK TO REJUVENATE 
THE BEAUTIFUL GROVE OF LARGE TREES ALONG ST. XAVIER ROAD.  IN ADDITION, 
WLT VOLUNTEERS WORKED EXTENSIVELY TO REMOVE DOWNED TREES, MOW, AND 
REOPEN FARM ROADS AND WOODLAND TRAILS.  DURING WINTER 2022/2023, 
WLT ALSO WORKED TO REPAIR DAMAGE TO THE INTERIOR OF THE GUESTHOUSE 
"BELLBROOK" AFTER A MALFUNCTION OF THE HEATING SYSTEM LED TO THE 
RUPTURE OF WATER LINES.  WLT ALSO REPLACED THREE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
WITH DOUBLE-GLAZED WINDOWS, RETAINING THE STAINED GLASS PANELS FOR 
REUSE IN INTERIOR LIGHT BOXES. 

DURING SPRING 2023 WLT SECURED INSTALLATION OF A SOLAR ARRAY IN THE 
FIELD BEHIND BELLBROOK AND REMOVED DEAD TREES AND BRANCHES FROM 
BELLBROOK'S YARD AREA AND THE GROVE ALONG ST. XAVIER ROAD.   

18
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WOOD WAS SALVAGED FROM TWO 
DOWNED WALNUT TREES TO YIELD MUCH 
OF THE FIRST FLOOR FLOORING FOR 
BELLBROOK (THIS WOOD WAS 
SUPPLEMENTED BY ADDITIONAL 
DONATED AND PURCHASED WALNUT 
LUMBER).  BELLBROOK WILL BECOME 
THE BASE OF OPERATIONS FOR THE PARK, 
WITH AMPLE CAPACITY FOR OTHER 
COMPLEMENTARY USES. 

IN JUNE 2023 BILL POWERS OF PIXCAMS AND DR. JIM 
KELLAM, PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY AT ST. VINCENT 
COLLEGE PLACED BIRD NEST BOXES WITH LIVE NESTCAMS 
AT ST. XAVIER, WHICH ALLOWED OBSERVATION OF 3 
FAMILIES THROUGH FLEDGING OF NESTLINGS.  WLT LOOKS 

FORWARD TO EXPANDING THIS 
PARTNERSHIP FOR FURTHER STUDY OF 
BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE ON THE 
PROPERTY. 

DURING SEVERAL WORK DAYS, WLT VOLUNTEERS 
HAVE PICKED UP LITTER AND TRASH, REMOVED 
DOWNED TREES AND BRANCHES, CLEANED AND 
REPAIRED OUTDOOR FURNITURE, TENDED THE 
TREE AND SHRUB PLANTINGS, AND COMPLETED 
MANY OTHER MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES. 

WLT IS NOW WORKING WITH CONSULTING FIRM 
FAHRINGER MCCARTY GREY INC. FOR PREPARATION OF A STEWARDSHIP PLAN FOR 
THE ST. XAVIER LAND.  IN FALL 2023 WLT WILL SEEK PROPOSALS FOR 
PREPARATION OF A MASTER PLAN FOR THE NATURE PRESERVE/PARK. 

THIS PROJECT HAS INVOLVED GENEROUS FUNDING SUPPORT FROM MANY, 
INCLUDING: THE SISTERS OF MERCY OF THE AMERICAS NEW YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, 
AND PACIFIC WEST COMMUNITY; THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES; THE KATHERINE MABIS MCKENNA 
FOUNDATION; AND GENEROUS IN-KIND DONATIONS FROM BEN SAMPSON AND 
SKELLY AND LOY, A TERRACON COMPANY.  THE PROJECT HAS ALSO BENEFITTED 
FROM THE SKILLED EFFORT OF MANY INDIVIDUALS AND CONTRACTORS. 

In Spring 2023, St. Vincent College 
offered a Public History Practicum 

led by Dr. Karen Kehoe that focused 
on St. Xavier Academy and Convent.  

Study of St. Xavier will continue in 
other history classes.  WLT is also 

exploring the possibility of collecting 
oral histories about St. Xavier 

Academy and Convent. 
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ST. XAVIER CEMETERY 

THE SISTERS OF MERCY HAVE RETAINED 
OWNERSHIP AND CARE OF THE ST. XAVIER 
CEMETERY.  SEVERAL MAGNIFICENT TREES 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE BEAUTY AND SERENITY OF THE 
CEMETERY.  

From "The St. Xavier Land Book of Walking 
Tours, First used on June 4, 1988": 

“AS YOU ENTER THIS CEMETERY, I AM SURE THAT MANY MEMORIES COME TO 
YOU.  THIS IS THE HOLY SPOT, THE PEACEFUL SPOT.  YOU MAY HAVE COME 
HERE—SOME OF YOU OFTEN—FOR THE FUNERAL OF A FRIEND, A MEMBER OF 
YOUR CROWD, A RELATIVE.  HOW WAS THIS SPOT CHOSEN?  WHY HERE 
INSTEAD OF CLOSER TO THE CONVENT?  WHO KNOWS? 

MANY OF THE FIRST SISTERS WERE NOT BURIED HERE ORIGINALLY. SISTER 
PHILOMENA REID DIED WHILE THE SISTERS WERE STILL OVER AT ST. 
VINCENT'S AND WAS BURIED THERE.  THERE WAS A SMALL CEMETERY 
ADJOINING MERCY HOSPITAL ON STEVENSON STREET AND UNTIL ST. 
XAVIER'S CEMETERY WAS FORMALLY CONSECRATED, THE SISTERS WHO DIED 
IN PITTSBURGH WERE BURIED THERE.  LATER, POSSIBLY NEAR THE DATE OF 
THE CONSECRATION OF THE 
CEMETERY IN 1866, THEY 
WERE ALL BROUGHT HERE.  
FIVE OF THE FIRST SEVEN 
SISTERS WHO CAME FROM 
IRELAND IN 1843 ARE 
BURIED HERE (MOTHER 
FRANCES WARDE'S GRAVE 
IS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 
AND MOTHER AGATHA 
(MARGARET) O'BRIEN'S IS 
IN CHICAGO). 

SEVERAL OF THE GRAVES HAVE FRESH FLAGS YEARLY, A TRIBUTE FROM THE 
LATROBE AMERICAN LEGION.  THE SISTERS BURIED IN THOSE GRAVES SERVED 
AS NURSES DURING THE CIVIL WAR, SOME IN WASHINGTON, D.C., SOME IN 
PITTSBURGH AND ONE, SISTER STEPHANA WARD, BEHIND THE ENEMY LINES 
IN VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI. 

20
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“DO YOU REMEMBER THE 
OLD ARCHED ENTRANCE, THE 
IRON RAILING, THE CROSS IN 
THE CENTER, THE OLD WHITE 
IRON CROSSES WHICH HAD 
TO BE REPAINTED EVERY 
YEAR JUST BEFORE 
MEMORIAL DAY?  THE 
PEACE, THE QUIET, THE 
COWS WHICH CAME TO THE 
FENCE TO WATCH THE 
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES 
AND THE FUNERALS, ADDING 
THEIR OWN MOOING 
COMMENTS—JUST AT THE 

MOST SOLEMN MOMENTS, THE SCHOOL GIRLS IN THEIR BEST UNIFORMS, THE 
SISTERS. SO MUCH OF ST. XAVIER'S SEEMED TO SETTLE AROUND THE 
CEMETERY.... 
 
.… ANNA, THE YOUNGEST DAUGHTER OF DR. MCCAFFREY, WAS MOST 
ANXIOUS TO FOLLOW HER THREE OLDER SISTERS AS SISTERS OF MERCY.  ALL 
FOUR (BESSIE, MARY, ALICE, AND ANNA) HAD MET CATHERINE MCAULEY IN 
IRELAND AND WERE ATTRACTED TO HER WAY OF LIFE.  AS ANNA WAS MAKING 
PREPARATIONS TO ENTER, SHE BECAME VERY ILL AND DIED. AT HER PARENTS' 
REQUEST—AND CERTAINLY HER WISH—SHE WAS BURIED IN THE SISTERS' 
CEMETERY. 
 
YOU HAVE SEEN 
THE ENLARGEMENT 
AND 
IMPROVEMENTS OF 
THE CEMETERY.  
YOU HAVE COME 
HERE IN GROUPS 
AND ALONE.  JUST 
STAND QUIETLY AND 
LISTEN, HEAR THEIR 
MESSAGES, THINK, 
WONDER WHAT 
THEY MIGHT BE 
TELLING US TO DO.” 

21
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THE WESTMORELAND LAND TRUST (WLT) WAS FORMED BY THE 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS IN DECEMBER 2007, AND MADE ITS FIRST 
PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS IN 2008.  THESE INCLUDED LAND ALONG THE GREAT ALLEGHENY 

PASSAGE;  LAND ON CABIN HILL IN GREENSBURG;  THE OTTO AND MAGDALENE ACKERMANN 
NATURE PRESERVE IN NORTH HUNTINGDON TOWNSHIP;  AND LAND THAT BECAME THE PETER 

AND VICTORIA SKENA NATURE RESERVE IN MURRYSVILLE. 
 

WLT HAS CONTINUED TO CONSERVE LAND, OFTEN IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SOME OTHER 
ORGANIZATION OR A GOVERNMENT ENTITY.  OCTOBER 2015 BROUGHT COMPLETION OF AN 

AMBITIOUS PROJECT TO ENLARGE MURRYSVILLE’S DUFF PARK AND CONNECT IT TO PLEASANT 

VALLEY PARK.  THIS ENTAILED CONSERVATION OF FOUR PROPERTIES COMPRISING 96.5 ACRES, 
AND TRANSFER OF THEIR OWNERSHIP TO THE MUNICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE.   
 
IN 2016 WLT PARTNERED WITH WESTMORELAND COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION TO 

CONSERVE LAND TO EXPAND CEDAR CREEK PARK AND BUFFER CEDAR CREEK GORGE.  IN 2017 
WLT ACQUIRED LAND TO ADD TO MAMMOTH PARK, AND IN 2018 WLT HELPED TO ACQUIRE 

LAND TO EXPAND TWIN LAKES PARK.   IN MARCH 2021 WLT ACQUIRED THE SCHWARZ FARM 
NORTH OF GREENSBURG, AND IN AUGUST 2022 WLT ACQUIRED THE 248-ACRE ST. XAVIER 

PROPERTY NEAR LATROBE. 
 
WLT IS AN AUTONOMOUS NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION, GOVERNED BY A BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS THAT BRINGS DIRECTION, EXTENSIVE AND DIVERSE EXPERIENCE, AND ASSISTANCE 
TO THE ORGANIZATION.   
 
PLEASE EMAIL WESTMORELANDLANDTRUST@GMAIL.COM IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE 

ABOUT OUR WORK OR WOULD LIKE TO BECOME INVOLVED. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

218 DONOHOE ROAD I GREENSBURG, PA 15601 
(724) 325-3031     •   westmoreland-landtrust.org 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN THE 

 ST. XAVIER NATURE PRESERVE 
 

BE SURE TO SIGN THE VISITOR LOG  
AND ADD YOUR NAME TO THE MAILING LIST  

 
LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER 

15 Years
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PREVIOUS AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHS REVEAL THE 
ACADEMY AND CONVENT 
CAMPUS, BARN, 
ORCHARDS, GROVE, ROADS 
AND WALKWAYS. 
 
 
 
 
AERIAL PHOTO OF SAINT 
XAVIER CAMPUS AND 
SURROUNDING FIELDS 
TAKEN IN 1962.  ROUTE 
30 IS SHOWN AT THE TOP. 
THIS VIEW IS MOST LIKELY 
TAKEN IN FALL OR WINTER.
  
             

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AERIAL PHOTO OF  
SAINT XAIVER CAMPUS 

TAKEN IN 1967.  THIS 
VIEW IS MOST LIKELY 
TAKEN IN SUMMER.  
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 MAP OF ST XAVIER NATURE PRESERVE 

24



File name: St. Xavier's Brick House L1L 

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM 
7. Local survey organization Westmoreland County 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION Box 1026 Site Survey 0Historic R 
CuM o 

PA HISTORICAL & MUSEUM COMMISSION Harrisburg, PA 17120 c+ 
8. property owners name and address 9. tax parcel number / other number 10. I 

Sisters of Mercy 61-1915 __ U.T.M. zone 
f I__I_jjstig  

Carlow College 
0) 15 CD 

Pittsburgh , Pa . 11. status other surveys, lists etc.) I I I I I I I CD + 
3 

usgs 
1Orthing  

0  1 
sheet: • 11 

Ci) CD 
12. classification 13. date(s) )how determined) IS. style, design or folk type 19. original use 

0) site ) structure) ) object) I 
_______________________________ dwelling building 

in N.R. district yes ( I no  

14. period 20. present use 

ciw1 1 i )lg  ca 
16. architect or engineer 17. contractor or builder 18. primary building mat/construction 21. condition .. CD ouu 

brick 22. integrity 

od 
:23:5t plan with north arrow 

, 

. 

 

c T

: 

 

.1.. •j:j.H 
I

, 
 

I ,f 

24. photo notation  

y 
 

1*.  'II2/lQe$iUfl . 

Westmoreland County  

213. 1 ,Ja5i,lpLlui1 )iiule uliubual features, Integrity, environment, threats and associated buildings) 

Five by two 'bay, two story, brick ell with tin roof; ashlar fieldstone L' 
foundation; sandblasted, 1979; 

27. history, significance and/or background 
ontinue on back if 

28. sources of information 29. prepared by: 

Connie Gore 
Kathy Mahady 
3./ revision)s) 

(continue on back if necessary) 25



ADDITIONAL DATA/ PHOTOS 	 4. su rv ey code 
nu m ber all continu ations from  front 

EVALUATION 

EVALUATOR(S) 

nov em ber 197 9 

26



JOI!T STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSIO! ly 
 - // 

STUDY O! HISTORICAL SITES f 
/ 

14. Coopwcd4rn w'isi 1 
PE!!SYLVA!IA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSIO! 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS A!D SITES I! PE!!SYLVA!IA 

!am, of buildIng or oltu rnz.iendod,. ....5+.. 
Location 1  

CseRti / J $irs.t Mdresi or Road Locadan 

(Please attach sketch mnp, U necessary, to show precise !ocaton.) 

L Nitrate of building or sit. C T  

4. First owner of record . . . . Dates: from  .................. to . . . ... . 

5ub.equesn owners .Data from.. • to .... . 

I 
(Pill 

. 
 

/ Preuaat owner Dste purch*'ed 

Present owner's adjress 

V k S. Jusdcadon for rccommev.dztlon 

(a) Historical events connected with buildin. or site Date... .. .. .. . 

S . 1,)L) (b) Hb4oricsl personalities ma,ociated with building or site and type of association Date . 
V C .e Distinctive architectural features or style 6 

Arch.ftact and/or builder, ifkno,vn...'. ,.. .• .. .... 

(d) Archaeological importance 
.. 

tilt .. . 66 * 

S# (a) Other pccsa2 or unusual features 

G I. there any danger of he doetrucuon or misuse? Give details L 

' :::::::::::::::::::: 

27



7 .  Wh e r e  can fu rtKer inform at ion be cbtiied" . 	. 

&  Wh e t  books or art icles bear on s i t e  or buflding . 

. ? I e a a c  s upp l y  pho t og r a ph  i f  po ssi b l e -  

10 .  Name  a nd  a dd r e s s  o f  s o c i e t y  o r  i nd i v i du a l  s upp l y i ng  i n f o r ma t i on .  S  

I • PO$ . , % . i . . j  a.s,s....,....s,.,.te,to.,&,• 

4.11�   U. tm eN  of 10tin U addi t i v ind puce is nec 

28





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inventory of Project Lands ......................................................................................................................... 30 

ALTA Survey ................................................................................................................................ L5466004 

Title Commitment ............................................................................................................................... 32 

Existing Conditions Plan ...................................................................................................................... S-1.0 

Existing Conditions Plan with Aerial .................................................................................................... S-2.0 

Slope Map ........................................................................................................................................... S-3.0 

Soil Map .............................................................................................................................................. S-4.0 

Soil Types ............................................................................................................................................ S-5.0 

Drainage Features Map ....................................................................................................................... S-6.0 

Preliminary Roads, Paths & Trails ....................................................................................................... S-7.0 

Cover Types ......................................................................................................................................... S-8.1 

Tree & Shrub Survey ........................................................................................................................... S-8.2 

Zoning Map ......................................................................................................................................... S-9.0 

Mining Information ................................................................................................................................. 57 

Coal Status Report ......................................................................................................................... 57 

Detailed Mine Map ........................................................................................................................ 58 

Coal Resource Map ........................................................................................................................ 59 

Detailed Mine Map Enlargement ................................................................................................... 60 

Sanborn Map Report ............................................................................................................................... 61 

Historic Photographs ............................................................................................................................... 63 

USGS Topo Map Report .......................................................................................................................... 78 

Watercourse, Watershed & Floodway Information ............................................................................... 93 

US EPA – How’s my Waterway Information .................................................................................. 93 

eMapPA Information ..................................................................................................................... 95 

FEMA Map Panels ................................................................................................................................... 99 



JOHN R. SMOKER

R
E

V
IS

IO
N

S

N
O

.
D

A
T

E
C

O
M

M
E

N
T

S

 
 

  

 

C

E
N

N
S

Y
LV

ANIA
ONE ALL 

YS
EM
,

T

S

 
N
.

C
I

 
!

P

S
T

O
P
-CA

LL
BEFORE YOU

D
IG

1-800-242-1776

A Three Business Day Notice is the Law!

Dig   Safely

IN PENNSYLVANIA

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG !

1-800-242-17768-1-1 OR

www.paonecall.org

NOTE:

WPP Co. #75921BT Co. #187/37

Sign
WPP Co. #75920BT Co. #187/38

BT Co. #187/40

WPP Co. #75918

BT Co. #187/41

WPP Co. #75919BT Co. #187/39

Gas Marker

Gas Vent

Inlet

Inlet Inlet

BT Co. #187/36

WPP Co. #399102BT Co. #187/35

WPP Co. #39908BT Co. #187/34

WPP Co. #39906W/EM & EB

BT Co. #187/31

Inlet

Inlet

Inlet Inlet

BT Co. #187/30

WPP Co. #39908

WPP Co. #39901BT Co. #187/29 1/2

WPP Co. #

BT Co
. #187

/18

BT Co. #187/27

WPP Co. #18607

WPP Co. #186
07

BT Co. #187
/27

BT Co. #187/
23

BT Co. #187/
24

WPP Co. #

WPP Co
. #461

679

BT Co
. #187

/18.5

WPP Co
. #30

3562

BT Co
. #187

/19

BT Co. #18
7/20

WPP Co. #3
035361

BT 
Co
. #
7/

51

WPP Co
. #461

678

BT Co
. #187

/19.5
BT Co. #187/25

BT Co. #187/26

Inlet

Inlet

Inlet

Inlet

Conc
rete 

PadSign
al Po

le On

Bituminous

Curb

B
itu

m
in

ou
s

P
a
vin

g

Bituminous Shoulder

Inlet Bituminous Curb

Bituminous Curb

Bituminous Curb

Bituminous Shoulder

Bituminous Shoulder

Bituminous Shoulder

Guide Rail

Guid
e Ra

il

Guide Rail

B
T
 

C
o.
 #
2
7
3
/
3

Post

Post

4
8
" C

P
P

T
a
n
k
s

W
el
l

Lin
e &

 
V
a
lve

E
x
pos

ed
 

G
a
s

Tanks

Well

B
T
 

C
o.
 #
2
7
3
/
4

B
T
 

C
o.
 #
2
7
3
/
5

B
T
 

C
o.
 #
2
7
3
/
6

BT 
Co.
 #

BT 
Co.
 #8

BT 
Co.
 #2

73
/10

BT 
Co.
 #2

73
/11B

T Co. #27/1.5

W
/Underground

W
P
P
 
Co. #153373Line & Valve

E
xposed Gas

T
an

ks
W
el
l

Line & Valve

E
xposed Gas

G
a
s
 
L
in

e

E
x
p
os

ed

L
in

e/
M
et
er

E
x
p
os

ed
 

G
a
s

P
os
t

P
os
t

B
U
ILD

IN
G

B
R
ICK

1 S
T

OR
Y

Chain Link F
ence

Chain Link F
ence

Gu
ide
 R

ail

Gazebo

WPP Co. #39905BT Co. #187/32W/UG

Conc
Walk

EM
GM

CO C
O

C
OF
H

P
os
t

P
os
tTB

Sign

Verz.  #273/1

Pole No#

P
os
t

P
os
t

G
ra

ve
l 
S
u
rf

a
c
e

G
ra

ve
l 
S
u
rf

a
c
e

P
ost

B
T
 

C
o.
 #
2
7
3
/
7

C
on

c
re
te
 P

a
d

Gravel S
urface

Gate

Wood
 F

enc
e

Bit
umin

ous
 P

avi
ng

B
ox
 

C
u
lvert

24
"CP

P

C
u
rb

C
u
rb

C
on

c

C
on

c

C
on

c
 
C
u
rb

S
u
n
 

D
ia
l

S
ig

n

Ga
s 

Lin
e

Ex
po
se
d

GV 
Te
st

4" 
Pip

e

8" 
Pip

e

GV

8
" 
P
ip

e

B
it
u

m
in

ou
s
 
P
a
vi

n
g

Bit
umin

ous
 P

avi
ng

BT Co. #273/12

W
P
P 

Co. #461630

BUILDING

BRICK

2 STORY

Conc Pad

Reservoir
Concrete

10
3
.95
'

C
H
=S

8
6°

4
1'5

5
"E

75.88'

CH=S24°40'47"E

29.12'

CH=S25°05'57"W

F
H

F
H

CH=S86°13
'03"E 71

8.46'

D
ir
t 
P
at
h

D
irt P

ath

Dirt P
ath

D
irt P

a
th

D
irt P

a
th

Dir
t P

ath

Dirt Path

C
ha
in
 
L
in

k
 
F
en

c
e

W
E
STM

ORE
LA

ND 
COUNTY 

AI
RPORT 

AUTH
ORI

TY 

N/
F

TAX 
ID
 #

61
-19
-0
0-
0-
01
7

W
E
S
T

M
OR

E
LA

N
D
 
COUN

T
Y 

AI
R
P

OR
T
 
AUT

H
OR
IT

Y 

N
/
F

T
AX
 
ID
 
#6

1-1
9-
00
-0
-0
17

AND CH
AR

LE
NE
 
R
. H

UDSON

DAR
R
YL R

. H
UDSON

N/F

KR
ISTIN L. B

R
ANDT AND SH

E
LLY N. B

R
ANDT

N/F

TAX ID#61-19-00-0-014

K
R
IS

T
IN
 

L
. B

R
A

N
D

T
 

A
N

D
 

S
H

E
L
L

Y
 

N
. B

R
A

N
D

T
N
/

F

T
A

X
 
ID

#
6
1-19

-0
0
-0
-0

14

TAX ID#61-19-00-0-140

H
OLLY L. B

LAKE

N/F

WESTMORELAND COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

N/FTAX ID #61-19-00-0-017

TAX ID #61-19-00-0-138

AIRPORT AUTHORITY

WESTMORELAND COUNTY

N/F

T
A

X
 
ID
 
#6

1-19
-0

0
-0
-0

17

A
IR

P
O
R
T
 

A
U
T

H
O
R
IT

Y 

W
E
S
T

M
O
R
E

LA
N

D
 

C
O

U
N
T

Y

N
/
F

BAT
H 

GAL
LE

RI
A, 

LL
C

KI
TCHEN 

&
N/

F

TAX 
ID
#6

1-1
3-
00
-0
-0
65

BERNADI
NE 

F.
 M

ORRAH

M.
A.
 M

ORRAH 
AND

N/
F

TAX 
ID
#6

1-1
3-
00
-0
-0
64

INSTR
UM

E
NT NO. 201705170016198

KR
ISTIN B

R
ANDT AND SH

E
LLY B

R
ANDT M

INOR
 
SUB

DIVISION

IN
S

T
R

U
M

E
N

T
 

N
O
. 2

0
17

0
5
17

0
0
16

19
8

K
R
IS

T
IN
 

B
R

A
N

D
T
 

A
N

D
 

S
H

E
L
L

Y
 
B

R
A

N
D

T
 

M
IN

O
R
 

S
U

B
D
IV
IS
IO

N

TAX ID#61-19-00-0-221

#200
6020

6000
5845

INSTRUMENT N
O.

RIGHT-OF
-WAY

RETENTION P
OND

TAX ID#61-19-00-0-015

TAX ID#61-19-00-0-015

B
-3
 

R
egional  C

om
m
ercial  D

istrict

B-3 
Regio

nal  C
ommerci

al  Di
strict

B-3 Regional  Commercial  District
M-1 Manufacturing  District

M-1 M
anufa

cturin
g  D

istric
t

M
-1 M

anufactu
ring  D

istrict

M
-1 

M
an

uf
ac
tu
ri
ng
  

D
is
tr
ic
t

M
-1 
 M
an

uf
ac
tu
ri
ng
  

Di
st
ri
ct

M-1 Manufacturing  District

B-2
 C

om
mu

nit
y C

om
me
rci

al 
  D
ist
ric
t

M-1
 Ma

nuf
act

uri
ng 
 D
ist
ric
t

IA
P 
In
st
itu
tio

na
l  

Ai
rp
or
t  

Di
st
ri
ct

IA
P
 
In
st
it
ut
io
na
l  

Ai
rp

or
t 
 D
is
tr
ic
t

IAP Institutional  Airport  District

M
-1 M

a
n
u
f
a
c
tu
r
in

g
 
 

D
is
tr
ic
t

R
-1 R

u
r
a
l R

es
id

en
tia
l  D

is
tr
ic
t

R
-1 R

ural R
esidential  District

B-2 Com
m
unity Com

m
ercial   District

B-2 Community Commercial   District

M-1 Manufacturing  District

eniL gninoZ fO noitacoL etamixorppA

eniL gninoZ fO noitacoL etamixorppA

M-1 Manufacturing  District

Mona
ster

y  R
un

Z
on
e 

A

Z
on
e 

A

Zone A

Zone A

Zon
e A

Zo
ne 

A

Z
on
e 

A

Flood Zone Note:

Z
on
e 

X

Zone X Zo
ne
 X

Zone X

Zone
 X

Zone X

Zone X

areas determined to be outside of the 0.2% annual chance floodplain
published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Zone X (other areas),
Number; 420964, Panel; 0443, Suffix; F, Map Revised Date; March 17, 2011, and
as shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map, Community; Township of Unity,
   This tract, lot or parcel of land is located in Flood Zone "X" and Zone "A"
 
 
 
 

nuRyretsanoM

M
on

as
te
ry Ru

n

M-1 Manufacturing  District

Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company 
 

Commitment Number: 21-0075  Commitment Date: February 2, 2021 
 

SCHEDULE C 
 
PARCEL I: 
 
ALL that certain tract of land situate in Unity Township, Westmoreland County and  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, described as follows, to wit: 
 
BEGINNING at a white oak; thence by lands now or formerly of John Geiger, South 38°  
East 108.5 perches to a post; thence by land now or formerly of William Smith South
77° East, 31.3 perches to a white oak; thence South 32° West 99 perches to a post;
thence by land now or formerly of Robert McGregans heirs, North 65 1/2° West 116.5
perches to a post; thence by land now or formerly of George Brindle North 14° East
15 perches to a dogwood; thence North 4° West 44 perches to a white oak; thence
North 43° West 45 perches to a white oak; and thence by land now or formerly of
John Geiger North 68° East 98.5 perches to the place of beginning. 
 
Containing 108 acres, 45 perches, more or less. 
 
PARCEL II 
 
ALL that certain tract of land situate in Unity Township, Westmoreland County,  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described as follows: 
 
BEGINNING at a hickory; thence by land of John Steel, South 9° East, 45 perches to  
stones; thence South 71° East, 36.2 perches to a post; thence South 16 1/2° East,
83.4 perches to a post; thence South 74 1/2° West, 45.4 perches to a post; thence
South 36°East, 5 perches to a white oak; thence by land on which this St. Xavier
Seminary is erected, South 70° West, 48 perches to a post; thence by land of widow
Geiger, North 9°West, 31.8 perches to a post; thence South 75° West, 70 1/2 perches
to a post; thence by land of George Brindler heirs, North 40 1/2° West, 76 perches to
a white oak fell; thence by land of James Rogers, North 58 1/2° East, 86 perches to a
post; thence by land of Samuel Miller, North 45° East, 65 perches to a post; thence North
73 1/2° East, 26 perches to the place of beginning. 
 
Containing 118 acres, 30 perches, more or less. 
 
PARCEL III 
 
ALL that certain parcel of land situate in the Township of Unity, Westmoreland County
and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described as follows, to wit: 
 
BEGINNING at a stone; thence by land of St. Xavier Academy, South 70° West 50.7  
perches to a white oak tree; thence by land of the heirs of John Steel deceased, North
41° West 40 1/2 perches to a stone; thence by land of St. Xavier Academy, North 75
1/2° East, 71.3 perches to a stone; thence along the same land South 9° East 32
perches to the place of beginning. 
 
Containing 13 acres, 17 perches, more or less. 
 
PARCEL IV: 
 
ALL that certain tract of land situate in the Township of Unity, County of Westmoreland  
and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described as follows: 
 
BEGINNING at a point, corner of lands of Sisters of Mercy; thence by lands of Sisters of  
Mercy, North 73° 24' East, 691.60 feet to a stone; thence by lands of same, North 17°
03'  50" West, 1388.77 feet to a stone; thence by lands of same, North 72° 24' 20"
West,  603.19 feet to a stone; thence by lands of same, North 09° 49' 20" West 748.53
feet to a  point on line of lands now or formerly of Samuel Miller; thence by lands now
or formerly of Miller, North 73° 05' 40" East, 1366.13 feet to a stone; corner of lands
of the Benedictine Society; thence by lands of the Benedictine Society, South 39° 57' 50"
East 1897.03 feet; thence by lands of same, South 59° 10' 40" East 328.35 feet; thence
by lands of same, South 36° 40' East 694.99 feet to corner of lands of Catherine Kerr;  
thence by lands of Catherine Kerr, South 13° 25' West, 396.89 feet; thence by lands of  
same, South 28° 46' East 423.33 feet; thence by lands of same and by lands of Sarah
and Margaret Ferguson, South 52° 01' West 2298.90 feet to a stone, corner of lands of
Sisters of Mercy; thence by lands of same, North 37° 05' 50" West, 1600.33 feet; thence
by lands of same, North 24° 55' West 256.16 feet to the place of beginning. 
 
Containing 172.031 acres. 
 
Excepting and reserving Saint Xavier Cemetery as located including easements and land  
to be determined by plan of subdivision. Subject to additional matters which may arise. 
 
Excepting and reserving the school house lot and the one eight of an acre of ground  
adjoining said school house and the use of the spring adjacent for the benefit of the  
public, as reserved in Deed Book Volume 21, page 135. 
 
Excepting and reserving tract of land by Declaration of Taking by Tri-City Municipal  
Authority for airport purposes filed at No. 178 July 1967 and recorded in Deed Book  
Volume 1963, page 926. 
 
Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy to  
Benedictine Society of Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20, 1973 and  
recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, page 635. 
 
Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy to  
Benedictine Society of Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20, 1973 and  
recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, page 642. 
 
Excepting and reserving tract of land by Notice of Condemnation by The Commonwealth  
of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation filed at No. 3465 of 2006 and recorded at  
Instrument No. 200605010019938. 
 
BEING Tax Map Nos. 61-19-00-0-015 and 61-19-00-0-015-59-001 
 

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE 
 
To: Westmoreland Land Trust, a Pennsylvania non-profit Corporation and  
Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company  
 
This is to certify that this map or plat and the survey on which it is based were
made in accordance with the 2021 Minimum Standard Detail Requirements for
ALTA/NSPS Land Title Surveys, jointly established and adopted by ALTA and NSPS,
and includes Items: 2, 3, 4, 6(b), 8, 11(b), 13, 16, 17, 18, and 19 of Table A thereof.
The field work was completed on May 18, 2022. 
 
 

                              Professional Land Surveyor No. SU-051818-E

Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company 
 

Commitment Number: 21-0075       Commitment Date: February 2, 2021 
 

SCHEDULE B, PART II 
 

EXCEPTIONS  

( NO BUILDING )

( NO BUILDING )

( NO BUILDING )

TAX ID#61-19-00-0-015

( NO BUILDING )

July 27, 2022

John R. Smoker, P.L.S. Dated:

 
 
11.   Excepting and reserving Saint Xavier Cemetery as located including easements  

and land to be determined by plan of subdivision. Subject to additional matters  
which may arise.  Indicated on survey plan. 

 
12.  Premises are being used for burial purposes and are subject to the rights of  

access, interment and sepulcher.  Plotted on survey plan. 
 
13.  Rights of grantees under unrecorded conveyances of grave or memorial sites,  

including all terms and provisions for maintenance and perpetual care contained in  
such conveyances, and other outstanding burial rights not evidenced of record,  
together with the public and private rights of ingress and egress to and from  
grave and memorial sites.  Plotted on survey plan. 

 
14.  Excepting and reserving the school house lot and the one eight of an acre of  

ground adjoining said school house and the use of the spring adjacent for the  
benefit of the public, as reserved in Deed Book Volume 21, page 135.  Unable to  
plot. 

 
15.  Excepting and reserving tract of land by Declaration of Taking by Tri-City  

Municipal Authority for airport purposes filed at No. 178 July 1967 and recorded  
in Deed Book Volume 1963, page 926.  Unable to plot. 

 
16.  Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy  

to Benedictine Society of Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20,  
1973 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, page 635.  Plotted and indicated. 

 
17.  Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy  

to Benedictine Society of Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20,  
1973 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, page 642.  Plotted and indicated. 

 
18.  Excepting and reserving tract of land by Notice of Condemnation by The  

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation filed at No. 3465  
of 2006 and recorded at Instrument No. 200605010019938.  Affects subject parcel  
unable to plot. 

 
19.  Policy does not insure the accuracy of any reference to a quantity of acreage or  

square footage contained in Schedule "A".  Unable to plot. 
 
20. All matters affecting the proposed subdivision plan which may arise.  Plotted on  

survey plan. 
 
21.  Non-navigable river, stream or creek flowing through the premises and the rights  

of others therein.  Plotted on survey plan. 
 
22. All roads, public or private, affecting the premises.  Plotted on survey plan. 
 
23. Rights of the public and others entitled thereto in and to the use of that portion  

of the premises within the bounds of Saint Xavier Road.  Unable to plot. 
 
24. Rights of the public and others entitled thereto in and to the use of that portion  

of the premises within the bounds of U.S. Route 30.  Unable to plot 
 
25. Drainage easements and easements in slopes of cuts and fills along the State or  

Federal Road known as U.S. Route 30. Unable to plot 
 
26. Agreement Regarding Right of First Refusal between Sisters of Mercy,  

Incorporated and Wimmer Corporation dated October 31, 2007 and recorded at  
Instrument No. 200712140057465.  Affects subject parcel unable to plot. 

 
27. Any reservations, restrictions, limitations, conditions or agreements set forth in  

the instrument by which title is vested in the insured.  Unable to plot. 
 
28. Grant of coal set forth in deed from Susan Steel, et al. to M.K. Salsbury dated  

October 7, 1881 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 110, page 279.  Unable to  
plot. 

 
29. Grant of coal set forth in deed from Sisters of Mercy to William A. Wilson dated  

October 1, 1906 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 412, page 551.  Affects  
subject parcel unable to plot. 

 
30. Exception of coal set forth in deed from Latrobe Coal Company to John B.  

Steel, et al. dated May 21, 1917 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 598, page  
537.  Affects subject parcel unable to plot. 

 
31.  Terms and conditions set forth in deed from Consolidation Coal Company to  

Sisters of Mercy dated March 20, 1962 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 1834,  
page 646.  Affects subject parcel unable to plot. 

 

 
32. The following rights of way: 
 

a. Grantor: The Sisters of Mercy 
Grantee: Jamison Coal and Coke Company 
Granted by instrument dated December 17, 1951, and recorded 
in Deed Book Volume 1439, page 480.  Affects subject parcel  
unable to plot. 

 
b. Grantor: Sisters of Mercy 

Grantee: Peoples Natural Gas Company 
Granted by instrument dated May 3, 1963, and recorded in  
Deed Book Volume 1859, page 366.  Affects subject  
parcel unable to plot. 

 
c. Grantor: Sisters of Mercy 

Grantee: Adobe Resources Corporation 
Granted by instrument dated May 4, 1988, and recorded in Deed 
Book Volume 2801, page 574.  Affects subject parcel unable to plot.

 
d. Grantor: The Sisters of Mercy 

Grantee: North Coast Energy Inc. 
Granted by instrument dated June 8, 1998, and recorded in  
Deed Book Volume 3593, page 555.  Affects subject  
parcel unable to plot. 

 
33. The following oil and gas leases: 
 

e. Lessor: Sisters of Mercy 
Grantee: Kriebel Resources 
Demised by instrument dated December 23, 1998, and recorded in  
Deed Book Volume 3643, page 541. 
Assignment recorded at Deed Book Volume 3773, page 372.  Affects  
subject parcel unable to plot. 
Assignment recorded at Deed Book Volume 3773, page 375. Affects  
subject parcel unable to plot. 
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Countersigned: 

LAWYERS ABSTRACT CO OF WESTMORELAND COUNTY 

By: 
Authorized Signatory 

This page is only a part of a 2016 ALTA® Commitment for Title Insurance issued by Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company. This Commitment 
is not valid without the Notice; the Commitment to Issue Policy; the Commitment Conditions; Schedule A; Schedule B, Part I—Requirements; and 
Schedule B, Part II—Exceptions; and a counter-signature by the Company or its issuing agent that may be in electronic form. 
81C165B 

ALTA Commitment for Title Insurance 8-1-16 
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The use of this Form (or any derivative thereof) is restricted to ALTA licensees and  
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Transaction Identification Data for reference only: 
Issuing Agent: LAWYERS ABSTRACT CO OF WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
lssuing Office: 35 West Otterman Street, Greensburg  PA  15601 
ALTA Universal ID: 1103713 
Loan ID Number: 
Commitment Number:  21-0075
Issuing Office File Number: 21-0075
Property Address: 106 St. Xavier Road, Latrobe, PA 15650
Revision Number: 

SCHEDULE A 

1. Commitment Date: February 2, 2021

2. Policy to be issued:

(a) ALTA© Owner’s Policy (06-17-06), as modified by TIRBOP
Proposed Insured: Westmoreland Land Trust, a Pennsylvania non-profit

corporation
Proposed Policy Amount:  $1.00

(b)  
Proposed Insured:  
Proposed Policy Amount:  $ 

3. The estate or interest in the Land described or referred to in this Commitment is Fee Simple.

4. Title to the fee simple estate or interest in the Land is at the Commitment Date vested in:

Sisters of Mercy

PARCEL I:  BEING part of the same premises which Michael O’Connor, Roman Catholic Bishop of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh, et al., by Deed dated April 25, 1849, and recorded October 11, 1852, in Deed Book
Volume 34, Page 493, granted and conveyed unto Sisters of Mercy, in fee.

PARCEL II:  BEING part of the same premises which Right Reverend M. O'Conner, Bishop of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, by Deed dated August 14, 1857, and recorded October 23, 1857, in Deed Book Volume 41,
Page 144, granted and conveyed unto Sisters of Mercy, in fee.

PARCEL III:  BEING part of the same premises which Patrick McCaffrey, by Deed dated January 24, 1890, and
recorded January 28, 1890, in Deed Book Volume 177, Page 306, granted and conveyed unto Sisters of
Mercy, in fee.
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PARCEL IV:  BEING part of the same premises which Barclay Westmoreland Trust Company and Joseph W. 
Steel, Testamentary Guardians of the Estate of William Steel, and Joseph W. Steel and Laura McClure Steel, 
his wife, by Deed dated February 19, 1927, and recorded March 4, 1927, in Deed Book Volume 864, Page 43, 
granted and conveyed unto Sisters of Mercy, Incorporated, in fee. 

5. The Land is described as follows:

For informational purposes only: 
106 St. Xavier Road, Latrobe, PA 15650 
Unity Township 
County of Westmoreland 

See continuation of Schedule A 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL I: 

ALL that certain tract of land situate in Unity Township, Westmoreland County and Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, described as follows, to wit: 

BEGINNING at a white oak; thence by lands now or formerly of John Geiger, South 38° East 108.5 
perches to a post; thence by land now or formerly of William Smith South 77° East, 31.3 perches to a 
white oak; thence South 32° West 99 perches to a post; thence by land now or formerly of Robert 
McGregans heirs, North 65 ½° West 116.5 perches to a post; thence by land now or formerly of George 
Brindle North 14° East 15 perches to a dogwood; thence North 4° West 44 perches to a white oak; thence 
North 43° West 45 perches to a white oak; and thence by land now or formerly of John Geiger North 68° 
East 98.5 perches to the place of beginning. 

Containing 108 acres, 45 perches, more or less. 

PARCEL II: 

ALL that certain tract of land situate in Unity Township, Westmoreland County, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, bounded and described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a hickory; thence by land of John Steel, South 9° East, 45 perches to stones; thence 
South 71° East, 36.2 perches to a post; thence South 16 ½° East, 83.4 perches to a post; thence South 
74 ½° West, 45.4 perches to a post; thence South 36° East, 5 perches to a white oak; thence by land on 
which this St. Xavier Seminary is erected, South 70° West, 48 perches to a post; thence by land of widow 
Geiger, North 9° West, 31.8 perches to a post; thence South 75° West, 70 ½ perches to a post; thence by 
land of George Brindler heirs, North 40 ½° West, 76 perches to a white oak fell; thence by land of James 
Rogers, North 58 ½° East, 86 perches to a post; thence by land of Samuel Miller, North 45° East, 65 
perches to a post; thence North 73 ½° East, 26 perches to the place of beginning. 

Containing 118 acres, 30 perches, more or less. 

PARCEL III: 

ALL that certain parcel of land situate in the Township of Unity, Westmoreland County and 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described as follows, to wit: 

BEGINNING at a stone; thence by land of St. Xavier Academy, South 70° West 50.7 perches to a white 
oak tree; thence by land of the heirs of John Steel deceased, North 41° West 40 ½ perches to a stone; 
thence by land of St. Xavier Academy, North 75 ¼° East, 71.3 perches to a stone; thence along the same 
land South 9° East 32 perches to the place of beginning. 

Containing 13 acres, 17 perches, more or less. 
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PARCEL IV: 
 
ALL that certain tract of land situate in the Township of Unity, County of Westmoreland and 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described as follows: 
 
BEGINNING at a point, corner of lands of Sisters of Mercy; thence by lands of Sisters of Mercy, North 73° 
24' East, 691.60 feet to a stone; thence by lands of same, North 17° 03' 50” West, 1388.77 feet to a 
stone; thence by lands of same, North 72° 24' 20” West, 603.19 feet to a stone; thence by lands of same, 
North 09° 49' 20” West 748.53 feet to a point on line of lands now or formerly of Samuel Miller; thence by 
lands now or formerly of Miller, North 73° 05' 40” East, 1366.13 feet to a stone; corner of lands of the 
Benedictine Society; thence by lands of the Benedictine Society, South 39° 57' 50” East 1897.03 feet; 
thence by lands of same, South 59° 10' 40” East 328.35 feet; thence by lands of same, South 36° 40' 
East 694.99 feet to corner of lands of Catherine Kerr; thence by lands of Catherine Kerr, South 13° 25' 
West, 396.89 feet; thence by lands of same, South 28° 46’ East 423.33 feet; thence by lands of same and 
by lands of Sarah and Margaret Ferguson, South 52° 01' West 2298.90 feet to a stone, corner of lands of 
Sisters of Mercy; thence by lands of same, North 37° 05' 50” West, 1600.33 feet; thence by lands of 
same, North 24° 55' West 256.16 feet to the place of beginning. 
 
Containing 172.031 acres. 
 
Excepting and reserving Saint Xavier Cemetery as located including easements and land to be 
determined by plan of subdivision.  Subject to additional matters which may arise. 
 
Excepting and reserving the school house lot and the one eight of an acre of ground adjoining said school 
house and the use of the spring adjacent for the benefit of the public, as reserved in Deed Book Volume 
21, page 135. 
 
Excepting and reserving tract of land by Declaration of Taking by Tri-City Municipal Authority for airport 
purposes filed at No. 178 July 1967 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 1963, page 926. 
 
Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy to Benedictine Society of 
Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20, 1973 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, 
page 635. 
 
Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy to Benedictine Society of 
Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20, 1973 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, 
page 642. 
 
Excepting and reserving tract of land by Notice of Condemnation by The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation filed at No. 3465 of 2006 and recorded at Instrument No. 
200605010019938. 
 
BEING Tax Map Nos. 61-19-00-0-015 and 61-19-00-0-015-59-001. 
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SCHEDULE B, PART I 

Requirements 

All of the following Requirements must be met: 

1. The Proposed Insured must notify the Company in writing of the name of any party not referred to in this
Commitment who will obtain an interest in the Land or who will make a loan on the Land. The Company may
then make additional Requirements or Exceptions.

2. Pay the agreed amount for the estate or interest to be insured.

3. Pay the premiums, fees, and charges for the Policy to the Company.

4. Documents satisfactory to the Company that convey the Title or create the Mortgage to be insured, or both,
must be properly authorized, executed, delivered, and recorded in the Public Records.

a. Deed from Sisters of Mercy of the Americas New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community,
Inc. to Westmoreland Land Trust, a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation conveying the subject
property set forth under Schedule A.

5. Payment of all taxes, water, sewer rents and assessments, if any, levied and assessed against the subject
premises, which are due and payable.

6. Proof of identity, legal age, competency and marital status of all parties to this transaction.

7. The website of the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, Bureau of Child Support Enforcement,
requires that a Social Security Number be provided in order to identify possible child support
arrearages. Social Security Numbers of individual sellers and borrowers must be provided for searching in
advance of closing. If support arrearages are found, Certificate for Domestic Relations to be obtained.

8. Town, County and School Taxes and Water and Sewer Rent receipts for the years 2019 through 2021,
inclusive, to be produced and filed with the Company. All assessments and taxes for the current year and all
subsequent years.

Parcel No: 61-19-00-0-015 & 61-19-00-0-015-59-001

9. Satisfactory evidence must be furnished or certificates produced from Municipal authorities to the effect that
there are no street, sidewalk, sewer or water line improvements made or under way for which liens have not
yet been placed of record.

10. If any improvements have been made in the past six (6) months, all unfiled claims of mechanics and
materialmen will be excepted.

11. Proof of payment of any Homeowners’ Association/Condominium Association common charges or special
assessments.

12. Proof to be submitted that there are no support judgments or support arrearages entered against Seller(s) or
Mortgagor(s) in any jurisdiction.

13. Names of all relevant parties to the within real estate transaction to be searched prior to closing to verify that
they are not Specially Designated Nationals subject to the provisions of President's Executive Order
Targeting Terrorist Assets.

14. The Company may make other requirements or exceptions upon its review of the proposed documents
creating the estate or interests to be insured or otherwise ascertaining details of the transaction.
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15.   NOTICE:  Please be aware that due to the conflict between federal and state laws concerning the cultivation, 
distribution, manufacture or sale of marijuana, the Company is not able to close or insure any transaction 
involving Land that is associated with these activities. 

 

16. This Commitment for Title Insurance does NOT constitute a report of title and is not to be relied upon by the 
proposed insured(s) or any other party as a title report or representation of the status of title. Any title search 
and examination conducted by or for the Company in connection with the issuance of this Commitment for 
Title Insurance, if any, is solely for the benefit of the Company. The sole liability of the Company and/or its 
issuing agent hereunder shall be as set forth in the Conditions and Stipulations of this Commitment for Title 
Insurance. Neither the Company nor its issuing agent shall be liable to the proposed insured(s) or any other 
party for any claim of alleged negligence, negligent representation, or any other cause of action in tort in 
connection with this Commitment for Title Insurance. 

 

17. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Insurance requires that we sent the following notice to 
you, our applicant, prior to closing. They further require that you, the applicant forward this notice to the 
consumer in advance of the day of closing: your title insurance fee covers the cost of closing on the insured 
real estate property if it takes place during regular office hours and at the office of the title insurance agent or 
underwriter. If your closing takes place at a location or time of your choosing, or that of your lender or realtor, 
the title insurance agent or underwriter may impose an additional charge for this special service. You may 
determine the amount of this additional charge, if any, by contacting the party listed on the bottom of 
Schedule A. 

 

18. MORTGAGES: None 

  

19. JUDGMENTS: None 

   

20. Description in this Commitment was prepared by us from the record in the absence of a survey. 
 

21. Good standing certificate of the grantor corporation must be submitted.  
 

22. Certified copy of resolution of Board of Directors of Grantor Corporation authorizing execution and delivery of 
deed, must be furnished. 

 

23. Articles of merger and consolidation of Sisters of Mercy and change of name to Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community, Inc. 
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24. As to Sisters of Mercy of the Americas New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community, Inc., a non-
profit corporation, the following must be furnished:

a) An Incumbency Certificate.

25. Release of Right of First Refusal from Wimmer Corporation pertaining to the Agreement recorded at
Instrument No. 200712140057465.

26. Saint Xavier Cemetery as located including easements and land to be determined by plan of subdivision.
Subject to additional matters which may arise.

27. The Company may make other requirements or exceptions upon its review of the proposed documents
creating the estate or interest to be insured or otherwise ascertaining details of the transaction.
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SCHEDULE B – PART II 

Exceptions 
 
THIS COMMITMENT DOES NOT REPUBLISH ANY COVENANT, CONDITION, RESTRICTION, OR 
LIMITATION CONTAINED IN ANY DOCUMENT REFERRED TO IN THIS COMMITMENT TO THE EXTENT 
THAT THE SPECIFIC COVENANT, CONDITION, RESTRICTION, OR LIMITATION VIOLATES STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAW BASED ON RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, 
HANDICAP, FAMILIAL STATUS, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. 

The Policy will not insure against loss or damage resulting from the terms and provisions of any lease or 
easement identified in Schedule A, and will include the following Exceptions unless cleared to the satisfaction of 
the Company: 

1. Any defect, lien, encumbrance, adverse claim, or other matter that appears for the first time in the Public 
Records or is created, attaches, or is disclosed between the Commitment Date and the date on which all of 
the Schedule B, Part I—Requirements are met. 

2. Rights or claims of parties in possession of the land not shown by the public records. 

3. Any lien, or right to a lien, for services, labor or material heretofore or hereafter furnished, imposed by law 
and not shown by the public records. 

4. Taxes, levies or special assessments which are not shown by the public records. 

5. Subject to possible tax increase based on additional assessment heretofore or hereafter made by reason of 
new construction or for any major improvements to premises pursuant to Acts of Assembly relating thereto. 

6. Easements, encroachments, overlaps, boundary line disputes and other matters affecting title which a survey 
would disclose, and which are not show by the public record. (For an additional charge and upon submission 
of an acceptable survey, this exception will be deleted by endorsement and the policy will set forth those 
matters, if any, affecting title.) 

7. Coal and coal bed methane gas and mining rights and all rights incident to the extraction or development of 
coal or coal bed methane gas heretofore conveyed, excepted and reserved by instruments of record; the 
right of surface, lateral or subjacent support or any surface subsidence. 

8. Oil and gas and minerals and all rights incident to the extraction or development of oil and gas or minerals 
heretofore conveyed, leased, excepted or reserved by instruments of record. 

9. The Owner’s Policy issued pursuant hereto will contain under Schedule B the mortgages, if any, noted under 
Item 3 of Schedule B-Section I. 

10. Taxes for the year 2021 and subsequent years, a lien not yet due and payable. 

11. Excepting and reserving Saint Xavier Cemetery as located including easements and land to be determined 
by plan of subdivision.  Subject to additional matters which may arise. 

 

12. Premises are being used for burial purposes and are subject to the rights of access, interment and 
sepulcher. 
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13. Rights of grantees under unrecorded conveyances of grave or memorial sites, including all terms and
provisions for maintenance and perpetual care contained in such conveyances, and other outstanding burial
rights not evidenced of record, together with the public and private rights of ingress and egress to and from
grave and memorial sites.

14. Excepting and reserving the school house lot and the one eight of an acre of ground adjoining said school
house and the use of the spring adjacent for the benefit of the public, as reserved in Deed Book Volume 21,
page 135.

15. Excepting and reserving tract of land by Declaration of Taking by Tri-City Municipal Authority for airport
purposes filed at No. 178 July 1967 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 1963, page 926.

16. Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy to Benedictine Society of
Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20, 1973 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, page
635.

17. Excepting and reserving all that certain tract as conveyed from Sisters of Mercy to Benedictine Society of
Westmoreland County by deed dated December 20, 1973 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 2143, page
642.

18. Excepting and reserving tract of land by Notice of Condemnation by The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Department of Transportation filed at No. 3465 of 2006 and recorded at Instrument No. 200605010019938.

19. Policy does not insure the accuracy of any reference to a quantity of acreage or square footage contained in
Schedule “A”.

20. All matters affecting the proposed subdivision plan which may arise.

21. Non-navigable river, stream or creek flowing through the premises and the rights of others therein.

22. All roads, public or private, affecting the premises.

23. Rights of the public and others entitled thereto in and to the use of that portion of the premises within the
bounds of Saint Xavier Road.

24. Rights of the public and others entitled thereto in and to the use of that portion of the premises within the
bounds of U.S. Route 30.
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25. Drainage easements and easements in slopes of cuts and fills along the State or Federal road known as 
U.S. Route 30. 

 
26. Agreement Regarding Right of First Refusal between Sisters of Mercy, Incorporated and Wimmer 

Corporation dated October 31, 2007 and recorded at Instrument No. 200712140057465. 
 
27. Any reservations, restrictions, limitations, conditions or agreements set forth in the instrument by which title is 

vested in the insured. 

 

28. Grant of coal set forth in deed from Susan Steel, et al. to M.K. Salsbury dated October 7, 1881 and recorded 
in Deed Book Volume 110, page 279. 

 

29. Grant of coal set forth in deed from Sisters of Mercy to William A. Wilson dated October 1, 1906 and 
recorded in Deed Book Volume 412, page 551. 

 

30. Exception of coal set forth in deed from Latrobe Coal Company to John B. Steel, et al. dated May 21, 1917 
and recorded in Deed Book Volume 598, page 537. 

 

31. Terms and conditions set forth in deed from Consolidation Coal Company to Sisters of Mercy dated March 
20, 1962 and recorded in Deed Book Volume 1834, page 646. 

 

32. The following rights of way: 
 
a. Grantor: The Sisters of Mercy  

Grantee: Jamison Coal and Coke Company  
Granted by instrument dated December 17, 1951, and recorded in  
Deed Book Volume 1439, page 480.     

 
b. Grantor: Sisters of Mercy  

Grantee: Peoples Natural Gas Company  
Granted by instrument dated May 3, 1963, and recorded in  
Deed Book Volume 1859, page 366. 

 
c. Grantor: Sisters of Mercy  

Grantee: Adobe Resources Corporation  
Granted by instrument dated May 4, 1988, and recorded in  
Deed Book Volume 2801, page 574. 
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d. Grantor: Sisters of Mercy
Grantee: North Coast Energy Inc.
Granted by instrument dated June 8, 1998, and recorded in
Deed Book Volume 3593, page 555.

33. The following oil and gas leases:

a. Lessor: Sisters of Mercy
Lessee: Kriebel Resources
demised by instrument dated December 23, 1998, and recorded in
Deed Book Volume 3643, page 541.
Assignment recorded at Deed Book Volume 3773, page 372.
Assignment recorded at Deed Book Volume 3773, page 375.

THE INCLUSION OF THIS NOTICE DOES NOT ENLARGE, RESTRICT OR MODIFY ANY LEGAL RIGHTS OR 
ESTATES OTHERWISE CREATED, TRANSFERRED, EXCEPTED OR RESERVED BY THIS INSTRUMENT. 

NOTICE—THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT / DOES NOT SELL, CONVEY, TRANSFER, INCLUDE OR INSURE 
THE TITLE TO THE COAL AND RIGHT OF SUPPORT UNDERNEATH THE SURFACE LAND DESCRIBED OR 
REFERRED TO HEREIN, AND THE OWNER OR OWNERS OF SUCH COAL MAY HAVE / HAVE THE 
COMPLETE LEGAL RIGHT TO REMOVE ALL OF SUCH COAL AND, IN THAT CONNECTION, DAMAGES MAY 
RESULT TO THE SURFACE OF THE LAND AND ANY HOUSE, BUILDING OR OTHER STRUCTURE ON OR 
IN SUCH LAND. 
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Agency Office 
 
LAWYERS ABSTRACT CO OF 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
35 West Otterman Street  
Greensburg  PA  15601 
 
 
By:   

Authorized Countersignature 
Order #21-0075  
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DISTRICT MINING OPERATIONS 
25 Technology Drive, California Technology Park, Coal Center, PA  15423 

(724) 769-1100                  www.dep.pa.gov/mining 

COAL STATUS REPORT – BITUMINOUS COAL REGION 

NAME:  Alex Markovic SITE ADDRESS / LOCATION: 

ADDRESS: Fahringer, McCarty, Grey, Inc. 

1610 Golden Mile Highway 

Monroeville, PA 15146 Latitude:40º 16’ 45.5”N Longitude:79º 24’ 53.3”W 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

  MSI           O & G   OTHER 

MUNICIPALITY: Unity 

COUNTY: Westmoreland 
USGS QUADRANGLE: Latrobe 

COAL SEAM RESEARCHED: Pittsburgh SURFACE ELEVATION: 1,160 FEET +/- 

MINE NAME: Hostetter Mine COAL SEAM ELEVATION: 800 FEET +/- 

OPERATOR: H.C. Frick Coke Company COVER* (OVERBURDEN): 360 FEET +/- 

LAST MINING DATE:  6-27-1918 
MINING UNDER OR NEAR THIS SITE:  Yes   No  Future Possibility   Unknown   Coal Seam Non-Existent 

REMARKS: 

Detailed mine mapping suggests block of coal left intact underneath of this site but shows documented abandoned mine workings 
exist 230 feet to the northeast of this site. See detailed mine map. 

REFERENCE SOURCES CHECKED 
WPA MAPPING OSM MICROFILM 

CDO MINE MAP INDEX BITUMINOUS COAL FIELDS OF PA PART II (SISLER) 

DETAILED MINE MAP  US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY FOLIOS 

COAL RESOURCES OF Westmoreland County MINERAL RESOURCE REPORT 68 – Coal Distribution & 
Thickness 

OTHER   

REPORT INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM: Detailed Mine Map (RGGS_UMM_100_012_Hostetter) 

BY: Joseph Stepusin DATE: 2/1/2023 

*COVER = Vertical distance between the ground surface and the coal seam. 
Please note:  This report is for informational purposes only and should not be considered an evaluation or assessment of environmental risks, liabilities, and/or concerns at the site.  The information in 
this Coal Status Report is for the indicated point location only.  Coal Status Reports are for underground coal mining information only.  Information pertaining to surface coal mines and/or industrial 
mineral (non-coal) surface and underground mines is available from the applicable DEP District Mining Office for your site.  Please visit 
www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Mining/BureauofDistrictMining for further information. 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this report may have been compiled from various sources.  The Department cannot guarantee, and assumes no responsibility for, the accuracy, completeness, 
and/or veracity of the information in the report.  The Department disclaims any responsibility for any actions, or the lack thereof, taken in reliance on the information contained in the report. The user 
agrees that the Department, its employees, officers, agents, or contractors will not be liable for any damages or losses resulting directly or indirectly from the use of, or reliance on, the information 
contained in the report. 
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³This map was prepared using information considered to be the best historic data 
available. The Department cannot verify the accuracy or completeness of this 
information or alignment of images. 

1 inch = 200 feetScale:

Public Information Request  
40º 16' 45.5" N, 79º 24' 53.3" W

Unity, PA 15650

Detailed Mine Map
CDO File 0757 Sheet 2 

Hostetter Mine
H.C. Frick Coke Company
Pittsburgh Coal Seam
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Certified Sanborn® Map Report

Inquiry Number:

6 Armstrong Road, 4th floor 
Shelton, CT 06484
Toll Free: 800.352.0050 
www.edrnet.com

ST XAVIER
106 SAINT XAVIER ROAD
Latrobe, PA 15650

February 24, 2023
7263075.2
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Certified Sanborn® Map Report 

Certified Sanborn Results:

Disclaimer - Copyright and Trademark Notice

EDR and its logos (including Sanborn and Sanborn Map) are trademarks of Environmental Data Resources, LLC or its affiliates. All other trademarks used herein 
are the property of their respective owners.

page-

The Sanborn Library includes more than 1.2 million
fire insurance maps from Sanborn, Bromley, Perris &
Browne, Hopkins, Barlow and others which track
historical property usage in approximately 12,000
American cities and towns.  Collections searched:

Library of Congress

University Publications of America

EDR Private Collection

The Sanborn Library LLC Since 1866™

Limited Permission To Make Copies

Sanborn® Library search results 

&RQWDFW�('5�,QTXLU\���

Site 1aPe� Client Name:

 Certification #

32 #

3URMeFt

02/24/23

106 SAINT XAVIER ROAD
ST XAVIER Ecotune

215 Executive Drive
Latrobe, PA 15650

7263075.2
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

BRIAN J. ALMETER
The Sanborn Library has been searched by EDR and maps covering the target property location as provided by Ecotune were identified for
the years listed below. The Sanborn Library is the largest, most complete collection of fire insurance maps. The collection includes maps
from Sanborn, Bromley, Perris & Browne, Hopkins, Barlow, and others.  Only Environmental Data Resources Inc. (EDR) is authorized to
grant rights for commercial reproduction of maps by the Sanborn Library LLC, the copyright holder for the collection.  Results can be
authenticated by visiting www.edrnet.com/sanborn.

The Sanborn Library is continually enhanced with newly identified map archives. This report accesses all maps in the collection as of the
day this report was generated.

7ABA-4626-AB69
FMG JOB NO 5296

UNMAPPED PROPERTY

ST XAVIER

This report certifies that the complete holdings of the Sanborn Library,
LLC collection have been searched based on client supplied target
property information, and fire insurance maps covering the target property
were not found.

Certification #: 7ABA-4626-AB69

Ecotune  (the client) is permitted to make up to FIVE photocopies of this Sanborn Map transmittal and each fire insurance map accompanying this report solely for the
limited use of its customer. No one other than the client is authorized to make copies. Upon request made directly to an EDR Account Executive, the client may be
permitted to make a limited number of additional photocopies. This permission is conditioned upon compliance by the client, its customer and their agents with EDR's
copyright policy; a copy of which is available upon request.

This Report contains certain information obtained from a variety of public and other sources reasonably available to Environmental Data Resources, LLC.  It cannot
be concluded from this Report that coverage information for the target and surrounding properties does not exist from other sources.  This Report is provided on an
“AS IS”, “AS AVAILABLE” basis.   NO WARRANTY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED IS MADE WHATSOEVER IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT.
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES AND THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, OF ANY
KIND OR NATURE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN
THIS REPORT, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTIES REGARDING ACCURACY, QUALITY, CORRECTNESS, COMPLETENESS,
COMPREHENSIVENESS, SUITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT,
MISAPPROPRIATION, OR OTHERWISE. ALL RISK IS ASSUMED BY THE USER.  IN NO EVENT SHALL ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC OR ITS
SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES OR THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS BE LIABLE TO ANYONE FOR ANY DIRECT, INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT, SPECIAL,
CONSEQUENTIAL OR OTHER DAMAGES OF ANY TYPE OR KIND (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF PROFITS, LOSS OF USE, OR LOSS OF
DATA), ARISING OUT OF OR IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT.
Any analyses, estimates, ratings, environmental risk levels, or risk codes provided in this Report are provided for illustrative purposes only, and are not intended to
provide, nor should they be interpreted as providing any facts regarding, or prediction or forecast of, any environmental risk for any property.  Only an assessment
performed by a qualified environmental professional can provide findings, opinions or conclusions regarding the environmental risk or conditions in, on or at any
property.

Copyright 2023 by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any media or format, in whole or in part, of any report or map of
Environmental Data Resources, Inc., or its affiliates, is prohibited without prior written permission.

7263075 2 2
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ST XAVIER
106 SAINT XAVIER ROAD
Latrobe, PA 15650

Inquiry Number:
February 27, 2023

7263075.4

6 Armstrong Road, 4th floor
Shelton, CT 06484
Toll Free: 800.352.0050
www.edrnet.com

63



2019 1"=625' Flight Year: 2019 USDA/NAIP
2015 1"=625' Flight Year: 2015 USDA/NAIP
2010 1"=625' Flight Year: 2010 USDA/NAIP
2006 1"=625' Flight Year: 2006 USDA/NAIP
2002 1"=625' Flight Date: April 10, 2002 USGS
1995 1"=625' Acquisition Date: March 14, 1995 USGS/DOQQ
1988 1"=625' Flight Date: June 06, 1988 USGS
1982 1"=625' Flight Date: April 15, 1982 USDA
1973 1"=625' Flight Date: January 01, 1973 USGS
1967 1"=625' Flight Date: June 03, 1967 USDA
1962 1"=625' Flight Date: April 21, 1962 USGS
1957 1"=625' Flight Date: May 08, 1957 USDA
1955 1"=625' Flight Date: May 02, 1955 USGS
1939 1"=625' Flight Date: June 06, 1939 USDA

EDR Aerial Photo Decade Package 02/27/23

ST XAVIER

Site Name: Client Name:

Ecotune
106 SAINT XAVIER ROAD 215 Executive Drive
Latrobe, PA 15650 Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
EDR Inquiry # 7263075.4 Contact: BRIAN J. ALMETER

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) Aerial Photo Decade Package is a screening tool designed to assist
environmental professionals in evaluating potential liability on a target property resulting from past activities. EDR’s
professional researchers provide digitally reproduced historical aerial photographs, and when available, provide one photo
per decade.

Search Results:

Year Scale Details Source

When delivered electronically by EDR, the aerial photo images included with this report are for ONE TIME USE
ONLY. Further reproduction of these aerial photo images is prohibited without permission from EDR. For more
information contact your EDR Account Executive.

Disclaimer - Copyright and Trademark Notice

Copyright 2023 by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any media or format, in whole or in part, of any report or map of
Environmental Data Resources, Inc., or its affiliates, is prohibited without prior written permission.
EDR and its logos (including Sanborn and Sanborn Map) are trademarks of Environmental Data Resources, LLC or its affiliates. All other trademarks used herein
are the property of their respective owners.

7263075 4- page 2

This Report contains certain information obtained from a variety of public and other sources reasonably available to Environmental Data Resources, LLC.  It cannot
be concluded from this Report that coverage information for the target and surrounding properties does not exist from other sources.  This Report is provided on an
“AS IS”, “AS AVAILABLE” basis.   NO WARRANTY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED IS MADE WHATSOEVER IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT.
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES AND THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, OF ANY
KIND OR NATURE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN
THIS REPORT, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTIES REGARDING ACCURACY, QUALITY, CORRECTNESS, COMPLETENESS,
COMPREHENSIVENESS, SUITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT,
MISAPPROPRIATION, OR OTHERWISE. ALL RISK IS ASSUMED BY THE USER.  IN NO EVENT SHALL ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC OR ITS
SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES OR THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS BE LIABLE TO ANYONE FOR ANY DIRECT, INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT, SPECIAL,
CONSEQUENTIAL OR OTHER DAMAGES OF ANY TYPE OR KIND (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF PROFITS, LOSS OF USE, OR LOSS OF
DATA), ARISING OUT OF OR IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT.
Any analyses, estimates, ratings, environmental risk levels, or risk codes provided in this Report are provided for illustrative purposes only, and are not intended to
provide, nor should they be interpreted as providing any facts regarding, or prediction or forecast of, any environmental risk for any property.  Only an assessment
performed by a qualified environmental professional can provide findings, opinions or conclusions regarding the environmental risk or conditions in, on or at any
property.
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1995

= 625' 70

Subject boundary not shown because it exceeds image extent or image is not georeferenced.
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= 625' 71

Subject boundary not shown because it exceeds image extent or image is not georeferenced.
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Subject boundary not shown because it exceeds image extent or image is not georeferenced.
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EDR Historical Topo Map Report

Inquiry Number:

6 Armstrong Road, 4th floor 
Shelton, CT 06484
Toll Free: 800.352.0050 
www.edrnet.com

ZitK 4Xad0atFK�

ST XAVIER
106 SAINT XAVIER ROAD
Latrobe, PA 15650

February 24, 2023
7263075.1
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EDR Historical Topo Map Report 

('5�,QTXLU\���

Search Results:

P.O.#
Project:

Maps Provided:

Disclaimer - Copyright and Trademark Notice

EDR and its logos (including Sanborn and Sanborn Map) are trademarks of Environmental Data Resources, LLC or its affiliates. All other trademarks used herein 
are the property of their respective owners.

page-

Coordinates:

/DWLWXGH: 
/RQJLWXGH: 
870 =RQH: 
870 ; 0HWHUV: 
870 < 0HWHUV: 
(OHYDWLRQ:

&RQWDFW�

Site 1aPe� Client Name:

2019
2016
2013
1993
1979
1973
1964
1903

1902
1900

02/24/23

ST XAVIER Ecotune
106 SAINT XAVIER ROAD 215 Executive Drive
Latrobe, PA 15650 Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

7263075.1 BRIAN J. ALMETER

EDR Topographic Map Library has been searched by EDR and maps covering the target property location as provided by
Ecotune were identified for the years listed below. EDR’s Historical Topo Map Report is designed to assist professionals in
evaluating potential liability on a target property resulting from past activities. EDRs Historical Topo Map Report includes a
search of a collection of public and private color historical topographic maps, dating back to the late 1800s.

FMG JOB NO 5296 40.278678 40° 16' 43" North

ST XAVIER -79.414244 -79° 24' 51" West
Zone 17 North
634810.65
4459894.76
1140.29' above sea level

This Report contains certain information obtained from a variety of public and other sources reasonably available to Environmental Data Resources, LLC.  It cannot
be concluded from this Report that coverage information for the target and surrounding properties does not exist from other sources.  This Report is provided on an
“AS IS”, “AS AVAILABLE” basis.   NO WARRANTY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED IS MADE WHATSOEVER IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT.
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES AND THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, OF ANY
KIND OR NATURE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN
THIS REPORT, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTIES REGARDING ACCURACY, QUALITY, CORRECTNESS, COMPLETENESS,
COMPREHENSIVENESS, SUITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT,
MISAPPROPRIATION, OR OTHERWISE. ALL RISK IS ASSUMED BY THE USER.  IN NO EVENT SHALL ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC OR ITS
SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES OR THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS BE LIABLE TO ANYONE FOR ANY DIRECT, INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT, SPECIAL,
CONSEQUENTIAL OR OTHER DAMAGES OF ANY TYPE OR KIND (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF PROFITS, LOSS OF USE, OR LOSS OF
DATA), ARISING OUT OF OR IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT.
Any analyses, estimates, ratings, environmental risk levels, or risk codes provided in this Report are provided for illustrative purposes only, and are not intended to
provide, nor should they be interpreted as providing any facts regarding, or prediction or forecast of, any environmental risk for any property.  Only an assessment
performed by a qualified environmental professional can provide findings, opinions or conclusions regarding the environmental risk or conditions in, on or at any
property.
Copyright 2023 by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any media or format, in whole or in part, of any report or map of
Environmental Data Resources, Inc., or its affiliates, is prohibited without prior written permission.
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Topo Sheet .e\
This EDR Topo Map Report is based upon the following USGS topographic map sheets.

-

2019 Source Sheets

2019
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000

2016 Source Sheets

2016
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000

2013 Source Sheets

2013
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000

1993 Source Sheets

1993
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000
Aerial Photo Revised 1988

7263075 1 3
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Topo Sheet .e\
This EDR Topo Map Report is based upon the following USGS topographic map sheets.

-

1979 Source Sheets

1979
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000
Aerial Photo Revised 1977

1973 Source Sheets

1973
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000
Aerial Photo Revised 1973

1964 Source Sheets

1964
Latrobe

7.5-minute, 24000
Aerial Photo Revised 1962

1903 Source Sheets

1903
Latrobe

15-minute, 62500

7263075 1 4
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Topo Sheet .e\
This EDR Topo Map Report is based upon the following USGS topographic map sheets.

-

1902 Source Sheets

1902
Latrobe

15-minute, 62500

1900 Source Sheets

1900
Latrobe

15-minute, 62500

7263075 1 5
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Historical Topo Map
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CLIENT:

This report includes information from the 
following map sheet(s).
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Historical Topo Map
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Historical Topo Map
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eMapPA
Monastery Run 

PA Historic Streams (1 of 15) 
Name: Monastery Run 
Net Streams: 75790 
Shed: 18C 
Named: 1 
Rec No: 75790 
Seg ID: 43457_1.9357_2.1983 
Seg ID Old: 43457_1.9357_2.1983 
From Node: 91243 
To Node: 91036 
Down River Mile: 1.935746 
Up River Mile: 2.198306 
WRDS: 43457 
Strahler: 2 

PA Water Plan (2 of 15) 
Watershed_Name: Loyalhanna Creek 
Watershed_ID: 18C 
Basin: Ohio 
Stream Count: 750 
State Water Plan Major: Conemaugh River 
State Water Plan Minor: Loyalhanna Creek 

Stormwater 167 (3 of 15) 
DEP Regional Office: SWRO 
County: Westmoreland 
Stormwater Watershed Name: LOYALHANNA CREEK 
ACT 167 Plan: NO 
Approval Date: Null 

PA MD Instream Flow Study Area (4 of 15) 
ID: 0 

Floodplains (5 of 15) 
Name: 1 
Map Type: 2 

100 Year Floodplains (6 of 15) 
FIPS: 42129 
Community: 0964 
Firm Panel No: 42129C0442D 
Zone: A 
Floodway: 
Undeveloped Coastal BarrierArea: COBRA_OUT 
Special_Flood_Hazard_Area: IN 
Panel: 0442D 
QUAD Unit: C4 
QUAD Name: 40079-C4 

NHD Flowline (7 of 15) 
GNIS Name: Monastery Run 
GNIS ID: 01181412 
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ComID: 125292624 
Reachcode: 05010008000146 
Length KM: 0.427 
Flow Direction: WithDigitized 
FType: 460 
FCode: 46006 
FDATE: 9/18/2004 12:23:29 AM 

Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 8 (8 of 15) 
Type: 0 
Hydrologic Unit Code: 5010008 
Region Name: Ohio Region 
Sub Region Name: Allegheny 
Accounting Unit Name: Allegheny 
Catalogue Unit Name: Kiskiminetas. Pennsylvania. 
Water Resource Region: 5 
Sub Region Number: 501 
Accounting Unit: 50100 

Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 12 (9 of 15) 
HUC 12 Code: 050100080106 
HUC 12 Name: Middle Loyalhanna Creek 
HUC 2 Code: 05 
HUC 2 Name: Ohio Region 
HUC 4 Code: 0501 
HUC 4 Name: Allegheny 
HUC 6 Code: 050100 
HUC 6 Name: Allegheny 
HUC 8 Code: 05010008 
HUC 8 Name: Kiskiminetas 
HUC 10 Code: 0501000801 
HUC 10 Name: Loyalhanna Creek 
Acres: 34883.603423 
States: PA 
Area SQ Mile: 54.505414 

Supporting Streams Assessments (10 of 15) 
Assessment Unit ID: 10516 
GNIS Name: Monastery Run 
Assessed Use: Aquatic Life 
Attain Use: Supporting 
Attained: Y 
ReachCode: 05010008000146 
COMID: 125292624 
Length Miles: 0.264059 
HUC: 05010008 
EPA Status: Approved 
Date_Created: 5/27/1999 

TMDL Streams (11 of 15) 
TMDL GEN ID: 378 
TMDL Name: Monastery Run Watershed 
ReachCode: 05010008000146 
COMID: 125292624 
Status Final: N 
Cause: ALUMINUM ; IRON ; MANGANESE ; METALS ; PH ; PH, LOW 
TMDL Begin Date: 9/4/2004 
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TMDL End Date: 11/4/2004 
Meeting Date: 10/7/2004 
Draft_Date: 9/4/2004 
Final_Date: 3/17/2005 
TMDL URL Title: Monastery Run Watershed 
TMDL URL File: MonasteryRun_FourmileRun_FINAL_TMDL.pdf 
Info Sheet URL Title: Information Sheet for Monastery Run Watershed 
Info Sheet URL File: MonasteryRun_INFO.pdf 
Public Notice URL Title: Public Notice for Monastery Run Watershed 
Public Notice URL File: MonasteryRun_PN.pdf 
Other URL Title: Null 
Other URL File: Null 
TMDL ID: 202 
Comment: Superseded by Kiski TMDL 

TMDL Streams (12 of 15) 
TMDL GEN ID: 2121 
TMDL Name: Kiskiminetas-Conemaugh River Watersheds TMDL 
ReachCode: 05010008000146 
COMID: 125292624 
Status Final: Y 
Cause: ALUMINUM ; IRON ; MANGANESE ; METALS ; PH ; PH, LOW ; SILTATION ; TOTAL 
SUSPENDED SOLIDS (TSS) ; TURBIDITY 
TMDL Begin Date: Null 
TMDL End Date: Null 
Meeting Date: Null 
Draft_Date: Null 
Final_Date: 1/29/2010 
TMDL URL Title: Kiskiminetas-Conemaugh River Watersheds TMDL 
TMDL URL File: EPA_TMDL.htm 
Info Sheet URL Title: TMDL Allocations 
Info Sheet URL File: App_G_(Allocations)_final.xls 
Public Notice URL Title: Null 
Public Notice URL File: Null 
Other URL Title: Null 
Other URL File: Null 
TMDL ID: Null 
Comment: Null 

Designated Use Streams (13 of 15) 
Designated Use Gen ID: 37155 
GNIS Name: Monastery Run 
GNIS ID: 01181412 
ReachCode: 05010008000146 
COMID: 125292624 
Length Miles: 0.264 
Map Symbology: WWF 
Length Miles: 0.264 
Desginated Use: 12 
DES Use ID: 8 
Use Description: WWF(WARM WATER FISHES) 
Migratory_Fish: N 
HUC: 05010008 
Basin: N 
Basin Narrative: Null 
Segment Narrative: Null 
Evaluation Date: Null 
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Last Edit Date: Null 

County Boundaries (14 of 15) 
County Name: Westmoreland 
PA Code: 65 
Federal Code: 129 

Municipalities (15 of 15) 
Name: UNITY 
Type: TWP 
Code: 65959 
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Stewardship Objectives 

The St. Xavier Nature Preserve is owned and operated by the Westmoreland Land Trust. 
Therefore, the property should accomplish the WLT’s goals while respecting, preserving, and 
honoring the legacy of the Sisters of Mercy’s presence on the property. The Westmoreland 
Land Trust’s Mission, Vision & Values are as follows: 

Mission: To conserve and steward land in Westmoreland County of special ecological, cultural, 
or recreational value, for public benefit.  

Vision: Throughout Westmoreland County open space and recreational land abounds, water 
resources are protected, and wildlife flourishes. Westmoreland County is known to families, 
businesses, and visitors for its high quality of life.  

Values: The Westmoreland Land Trust values the following:  

- Conservation of diverse real property that is in, or in close proximity to, Westmoreland 
County; and culturally, historically, ecologically, recreationally, or scenically valuable.  

- Restoration, protection, and maintenance of conserved property as appropriate for its 
best long-term stewardship.  

- Partnership with public or private entities where beneficial to encourage collective 
effort.  

- Research and planning in support of conservation efforts.  
- Promotion and education of conservation opportunities and benefits.  
- Conformance with the Land Trust Standards and Practices published by the Land Trust 

Alliance in 2004, or as amended.  

 

As the property was acquired to be conserved as a nature preserve, there is a responsibility as steward 
to maintain the natural values that exist on the property, more specifically: 

- To preserve the intrinsic values of the land within the recreational and educational uses 
promulgated by the Westmoreland Land Trust.  

- To guard against environmental degradation, and work to redress past environmental 
degradation.  

- To strategically work to control factors that adversely impact the value and sustainability of 
wildlife habitat.  

- To regulate or control the recreational use of lands to prevent the deterioration of the natural 
environment and the quality of the recreational experience.  
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Land Management 

The land of the St. Xavier Nature Preserve may be considered in the following categories: 
- St. Xavier Grove and Bellbrook Yard Areas
- CREP Areas

o CP2 Areas
o CP22 Areas

- Non-CREP Field Areas
- Woodlands

There are different short-term objectives and requirements for each area, as discussed herein.  
Longer-term objectives and recommendations for each area should be developed as part of a 
Master Plan for the nature preserve/park.  

St. Xavier Grove and Bellbrook Yard Areas 
The short-term objective for these areas is to treat them as informal lawn areas with periodic mowing, 
removal of downed branches or trees, and control of invasive plants and woody vegetation.  
Management will not include application of fertilizers, insecticides, or herbicides, with the exception of 
management of stinging insects or termites, and spot treatment of invasive plants when desired control 
cannot be achieved by cutting or removal. 

CREP Areas 
In 2022, areas of the St. Xavier Nature Preserve were enrolled in the USDA Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP), as depicted in an aerial view.  CREP provides cost-share and incentive 
payments for initial field preparation and plantings, and annual rental payments for the 15-year term of 
WLT's CREP agreements (through 9/30/2037).  It is important to note that areas may be withdrawn from 
either CREP agreement without jeopardizing the entire agreement.  If an area is withdrawn, repayment 
by WLT and a penalty is calculated based on the area withdrawn - not on the entire acreage enrolled.  
This option is worth considering if, as part of the Master Planning process, it is determined that 
conversion of part of the CP2 or CP22 acreage to some other use before 2037 is desirable.  It is also 
important to note that it may be possible to enroll eligible CP2 areas in the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) program without penalty during the term 
of the CREP agreement (before 2037). 

CP2 Areas 
A contract signed by WLT on 10/13/22 enrolled Fields 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 (the CRP areas shown 
as cropland) totaling 70.01 acres as CP2 areas, for "Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses".  

CP22 Areas 
A contract signed by WLT on 11/9/22 enrolled Fields 37 and 45 (the CRP areas shown as non-
cropland) totaling 11.99 acres as CP22 areas, for "Riparian Forest Buffers". 

Management of these areas is governed by the CREP contracts, including the provisions of the respective 
CP2 or CP22 Job Sheets that form part of the contract packages. 
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CP2 Areas 
WLT's objectives for the 5 CP2 field areas are: to establish native grasses and wildflowers to improve the 
conservation value of these fields; to ensure compliance with CREP requirements for the life of the CREP 
contract; and to use a higher proportion of wildflower seed to create additional visual interest in areas 
visible from Route 30 (these areas are designated as HV areas on the aerial).  

 
 
Seed ordered 
from Ernst 
Seed for St. 
Xavier in 2023 
for CREP and 
non-CREP 
areas is 
shown below.  
Oats were 
also used to 
improve seed 
handling and 
as a nurse 
crop. 
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High Visibility (HV), Low Visibility (LV), and Wet (W) CREP areas are as shown.  High Visibility Non-CREP 
areas are the strips outside of the CP2 fields. 

 
These are the components of the Showy Northeast Native Wildflower Mix from Ernst Seeds (used as a 
component of the CP2 plantings): 

 
 

WLT secured mowing and spraying of the CP2 field areas before Friendship Farms' late June 2023 
planting of the CP2 areas.  The CREP obligations stated below are defined in the USDA document "PA 
CRP & CREP Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses (CP2) Job Sheet".   
 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Requirements for CP2 Areas 
Must:   Maintain > 60% of cover in introduced perennial grasses 
             Keep tall fescue from exceeding 10% of the cover 
 Prevent woody vegetation 

Control these noxious weeds and reestablish any  
 destroyed CP2 cover:
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During the 3-year Establishment Period after planting (7/01/2023 thru 6/30/2026), WLT may 
mow or spray as necessary to control annual grasses or unwanted weeds but must: 
 a) Contact NRCS prior to mowing or spraying, for technical assistance and to document  
  actions 
 b) Mow at a height > 8" 
 c) For spraying, follow all label instructions. 
 
During the Maintenance Period (From 07/01/2026 thru the end of contract on 9/30/2037), 
WLT may mow or spray only as stated below to control annual grasses or unwanted weeds and 
must:    
 a) Contact NRCS prior to mowing or spraying, for technical assistance and to document  
  actions 
 b) Spot mow or spray only on areas with weed pressure, not to exceed 1/3 of any field  
  in a year 
 c) Mow or spray only between August 1 and August 31, except with FSA pre-approval 
 d) Mow at a height > 8" 
 e) For herbicide use follow label directions for rate, amount, and timing of application 
 f) Obtain NRCS review and FSA approval for any temporary haying or grazing 
 
During the year preceding each period of Mid-Contract Management Practices, WLT should 
contact NRCS to request a site visit.  The NRCS site visit, field evaluation, and issuance of specific 
directions are required for Mid-Contract Management Mowing.  
 
Mid-Contract Management is described in the CREP contract’s Prescribed Mowing Job Sheet 
and will be required twice during the contract; once between 10/01/2027 and 9/30/2029 and 
again between 10/01/32 and 9/30/34.  Additional requirements for Mid-Contract Management 
Mowing are: 
 a) Compliance with NRCS specific directions for mowing 
 b) Mow only during August, except with FSA pre-approval 
 c) Mow at a height > 8" 
 d) Mow in accordance with the "PA CRP & CREP - Mid-Contract Mgmt Prescribed  
  Mowing Job Sheet" that forms part of the CP2 contract. 
 
No later than calendar year 2036, WLT should assess each of the CP2 fields, and establish a plan 
for their post-CREP management. 
 

CP22 Areas 
WLT's objectives for the 2 CP22 field areas are to establish and maintain woody vegetation as a forested 
area to strengthen its value as a riparian buffer. 
 
WLT secured mowing of the CP22 field areas before Friendship Farms' late November 2022 planting of 
the CP22 areas.  Friendship Farms' invoice for purchase and planting of the trees and shrubs reflects 
their use of 30" tree shelters for shrubs, 48" tree shelters for trees, 4' wire cages for white pines, and 
mats for all plantings.  The highlighted plant list for trees and shrubs was reviewed and approved by FSA 
and NRCS;  there may have been minor adjustments based on availability of tree stock at the time of 
purchase. 
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The CREP obligations stated below for the CP22 areas are defined in the USDA document "PA CRP & 
CREP Riparian Forest Buffer (CP22) Job Sheet". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Requirements for CP22 Areas 
Must:   Maintain > 60% of canopy cover OR 70% of the number of 
      trees and shrubs originally planted (Note: both can  
      include acceptable volunteer native trees or shrubs) 

Control these noxious weeds and reestablish any  
 destroyed CP22 trees and/or shrubs:
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During the 4-year Establishment Period (12/01/2022 thru 11/30/2026), WLT may mow or spray 
as necessary to control annual grasses or unwanted weeds, but must: 
 a) Contact NRCS prior to mowing or spraying, for technical assistance and to document  
  actions 
 b) Mow at a height > 8" 
 c) For spraying, follow all label instructions. 
In addition, throughout the use of tree shelters, WLT should: 
 a) Inspect shelters at least annually; straighten tipped shelters; replace broken stakes;  
  and remove bird netting if trees are at or above the top of the tube. 
  b) Use fabric, mulches, mowing, or herbicides to control weeds around trees. 
 c) Remove shelters and stakes when the tube begins restricting tree stem diameter  
  growth.  Removing tubes too early may result in a tree unable to support itself.  
  Trees need to grow above the shelter for several years to develop wind   
  hardiness.  Freshly exposed tree bark may take several weeks to “harden” and  
  become resistant to damage. Tree shelters may encourage weak, V-shaped  
  branch angles within the tube, especially on opposite branching species.  Prune  
  off these weak branches when the tubes are removed. Tree shelters restrict limb 
  formation for the height of the tree shelter. 
 
During the Maintenance Period (From 12/01/2026 thru the end of the contract on 9/30/2037), 
the WLT may mow or spray only as stated below to control annual grasses or unwanted weeds, 
but must: 
 a) Contact NRCS prior to mowing or spraying, for technical assistance and to document  
  actions 
 b) Spot mow or spray only on areas with weed pressure, not whole fields or pre-set  
  portions of fields, and not to exceed 1/5 of any field in a year 
 c) Mow at a height > 6" 
 d) Mow or spray only between August 1 & August 31, except with FSA pre-approval 
 e) For herbicide use follow label directions for rate, amount, and timing of application 
 
The WLT should contact NRCS sometime in early calendar year 2027 to request a site visit.  This 
NRCS site visit, field evaluation, and issuance of specific directions are required for this Mid-
Contract Management Mowing.   
 
Mid-Contract Management is described in the CREP contract’s Job Sheet and will be required 
once between 10/01/2027 and 9/30/2028.  Other requirements for Mid-Contract Management 
Mowing are: 
 a) Compliance with NRCS specific directions for mowing 
 b) Mow only during August, except with FSA pre-approval 
 c) Mow at a height > 8" 
 d) Mow in accordance with the "PA CRP & CREP - Mid-Contract Mgmt Prescribed  
  Mowing Job Sheet" that forms part of the CP22 contract. 
 
No later than calendar year 2036, WLT should assess each of the CP22 areas, and establish a 
plan for their post-CREP management. 
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Non-CREP Field Areas 

WLT's short-term objectives for the Non-CREP Field Areas are to - as part of the Master Planning process 
- assess each of the areas and plan their disposition and management, balancing considerations of
habitat quality and sustainability, and utilitarian needs that may be met by the areas.

Woodlands 

WLT's objectives for the St. Xavier woodlands are to strategically use available resources and capacity to 
nurture habitat quality and sustainability.  Deer pressure, invasive plant pressure, and stormwater are 
among the factors posing stewardship challenges in areas of the St. Xavier nature preserve.  With respect 
to deer management, WLT's Agreement of Sale and Purchase for the property dated January 28, 2021, 
includes that:  

Stewardship decisions about the St. Xavier woodlands should be guided by consideration of how best to 
nurture habitat quality and sustainability given constraints in capacity, contractual requirements and 
constraints, and the challenges of adverse impacts including deer, invasive species, and pathogens.   
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Why Choose CRP? You Benefit. Land, Water and Wildlife Benefit.  
Native grasses are an effective means to control erosion, improve water quality, and create habitat for grassland and 
game bird species.  The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) provides farmers and landowners with practices 
like this to achieve many farming and conservation goals. Whatever the conservation challenge – soil conservation, 
water quality protection, or wildlife habitat enhancement – CRP is a proven land performance and management 
solution.

Why Native Grasses?
With an ever-increasing need to protect fragile ground 
and increase wildlife habitat, establishing native 
grasses - grasses indigenous to an area - is an effective 
conservation strategy.  With close to 7 million acres of  
CP-2 in place, the practice supports many species of  
plants and wildlife. Offered in general sign-up (and 
under certain conditions as a continuous sign-up), 
CP-2:
• Establishes new or maintains existing cover
• Prevents soil loss from wind and water erosion
• Creates habitat for grassland and game bird species
• Improves water quality by intercepting sediment

and nutrients
• Captures carbon

Farm Service Agency USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Financial Benefits
CP-2 participants are guaranteed:

• 10 years of  annual rental payments
• 10% Rental Rate Incentive if  enrolled in a

wellhead protection area
• Payments covering up to 90% of  the eligible

costs of  establishing the native grass practice
- 50% from a Cost-Share Payment and
- 40% from a Practice Incentive Payment
(PIP) under certain continuous sign-up
conditions

• Mid-Contract Management Cost Share
• Additional incentives may be available in

your state under the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP)

Wind & Water Erosion Control | Water Quality Enhancement | Habitat

Conservation Reserve Program
CP-2

ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMANENT NATIVE GRASSES

Photo courtesy of BLM/MT
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Farm Service Agency USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

FSA will ultimately determine participant and land eligibility. 

Eligible Land
• Planted or considered planted 4 out of  6

years between 2008 and 2013
• Capable of  being planted to an agricultural

commodity
• Compliant with USDA’s highly erodible land

and wetland provisions

Practice Requirements
• Land must not be harvested or grazed during

the life of  the contract except when managed
or emergency haying or grazing is authorized

• Noxious weeds and other undesirable plants,
insects and pests should be controlled

• Practice shall be maintained without
additional cost-share payments

Owner/Operator Eligibility
Participants must: 
• Have owned or operated the land for more

than 12 months prior to program sign-up
• Be in control of  the land for the length of  the

contract
• Meet USDA payment eligibility provisions

Obligations
Participants will:
• Not harvest or graze the practice area
• Work with USDA-approved conservationist to

develop a conservation plan
• Perform periodic management activities according

to the conservation plan
• Complete seeding of  the practice within 12

months of  the effective date of  the contract

CP-2

For More Information:
Contact your local USDA, Farm Service Agency:
http://offices.usda.gov

Proven Conservation Benefits
• In prime habitat, a 4% increase in CRP vegetation

is associated with a 22% increase in pheasant
counts

• CRP reduced nutrient losses in FY 2013 by an
estimated 565 million pounds of  nitrogen and 113
million pounds of  phosphorus

• In 2014, CRP lowered greenhouse gas emissions
by the equivalent of  43 million metric tons – the
same benefit as taking nearly 8 million cars off the
road for a year

Landscape photo courtesy BLM/Montana.  Pheasant photo courtesy of Pheasants Forever, Peter Brethelsen
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Wetland Determination Identifiers
&- Restricted Use#*

Limited Restrictions

")
Exempt from Conservation
Compliance Provisions

Common Land Unit
Non-Cropland
Cropland

CRP
Tract Boundary

Tract Cropland Total:  97.17 acres
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) maps are for FSA Program administration only.  This map does not represent a legal survey or reflect actual
ownership; rather it depicts the information provided directly from the producer and/or National Agricultural Imagery Program (NAIP) imagery.  The producer accepts the data 'as is' and 
assumes all risks associated with its use.  USDA-FSA assumes no responsibility for actual or consequential damage incurred as a result of any user's reliance on this data outside FSA 
Programs.  Wetland identifiers do not represent the size, shape, or specific determination of the area.  Refer to your original determination (CPA-026 and attached maps) for exact
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All fields NI unless noted.

Operator Shares:
Owner Shares:
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Managing Invasive Plants 

Developing a plan for managing invasive plants can be highly beneficial.  A plan can serve as a reference 
while management progresses and can support decision making and problem solving needed to achieve 
desired vegetation conditions. Having a plan in place also ensures consistency in management efforts as 
personnel change, helps engage volunteers and is useful as supporting material for writing grants and 
soliciting partnerships. Invasive plant management planning is built upon a framework that takes into 
account a myriad of considerations – from operating under policies and laws, to working with adjacent 
landowners, to selecting control methods that are effective in a particular environment. Planning can be 
an ongoing process that is adjusted or refined by assessing new information until invasive plant 
management objectives are achieved, and ultimately, desired vegetation conditions are realized. 

After developing a plan, it is beneficial to gather and evaluate information about the nature, quality, 
ability, extent, or significance of the many factors that influence invasive plant management decisions. 
These factors may include distribution, abundance, and impacts of invasive plants; ecological 
characteristics and conditions of a management area; and costs and effects of management activities, all 
within the context of operational constraints.  Assessment is ongoing and integrated throughout the 
invasive plant management process, evaluating new information and knowledge as it is acquired. 

The following invasive plants can be found on the St. Xavier Nature Preserve: 

Autumn Olive 
Russian Olive 
Japanese Honeysuckle 
Multiflora Rose 
Japanese Barberry 
European Barberry 
Garlic Mustard 
Japanese Stiltgrass 
Oriental Bittersweet 
Tree of Heaven 

- Management Methods: Physical

Management methods that use manual or mechanical means to remove, kill, injure, or alter growing 
conditions for unwanted plants are termed physical methods. Such methods are relatively labor 
intensive, and may need to be used repeatedly or in combination with other management methods. 
However, for socially sensitive sites, highly selective physical methods may be desirable because of their 
minimal environmental impact. 

Physical methods typically employ simple, readily available tools and equipment. However, the 
effectiveness, impacts, and expense of physical methods can vary greatly depending on the type of 
method used and the characteristics of the infestation and are therefore appropriate for small, localized 
infestations or infestations in ecologically or socially sensitive areas. Physical methods that can be 
applied more easily over larger areas, may have more significant non-target effects. 
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- Management Methods: Chemical

Use of chemical herbicides on the property should be limited to situations in which managers or 
decision makers determine that no other reasonable means of control are available, effective or 
feasible. Natural or mechanical methods of controlling invasive plants (fire, cutting, hand removal) are 
preferable to chemical control. The objectives should focus not only on removal or control of the target 
species, but also on establishing and maintaining desired vegetation conditions and protecting un-
infested areas from invasion. 

Herbicides can efficiently and effectively suppress or kill unwanted plants and should be used 
judiciously, safely, and in a way that minimizes adverse effects on non-target resources. Safe and 
effective use of chemical methods to manage invasive plants requires a working knowledge of how to 
select and apply herbicides properly and a solid understanding of how herbicides kill or suppress plants. 
In-depth knowledge of herbicides is also advantageous when chemical methods are discussed with the 
public. 

Use herbicides only in situations where the benefits of controlling invasive populations outweigh the 
overall risks of using herbicides, and/or other methods are prohibitively expensive, not effective, 
impractical, or likely to cause more damage than the herbicide.  

- Management Methods: Prescribed Fire

Prescribed fire may or may not be suitable for use on the St. Xavier property due to the property's 
proximity to U.S. Route 30 and the Arnold Palmer Regional Airport. When able to be conducted safely 
and properly, fire is a powerful, naturally occurring disturbance that influences a complex network of 
biological communities and ecological processes. Further, prescribed fire is by far the single-best 
management practice for maintaining early succession communities. Burning consumes dead plant 
material, and nutrients from the ashes are then moved via rainfall into the top few inches of soil. This 
increases plant nutrition the following growing season. As dead plant material is consumed, an open 
structure is created at the ground level. This allows the seedbank to germinate and creates optimum 
conditions for brooding and foraging. We do not recommend burning all cover in one year. Instead, burn 
fields on a rotation. 

The use of prescribed fire is widely accepted as a primary tool for habitat restoration and management. 
The effectiveness of fire as an invasive plant management tool depends upon a wide range of variables 
and is specific to each situation and species. Hence, the effect of fire on individual plants and plant 
communities is variable. In some cases fire may suppress invasive plant species, whereas in other cases 
fire may promote plant invasion and plant population expansion. 

Today, fire is regularly used to enhance and maintain wildlife habitat in fire-adapted ecosystems, reduce 
hazardous fuels, and protect property and natural resources. Prescribed fires are intentionally set and 
allowed to burn under a controlled set of conditions that define a fire prescription. Prescriptions are 
developed by experienced fire managers and ecologists who work together to create predictable fire 
characteristics that produce desired results. 
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- Integrated Methods

Combining physical and chemical methods is common and each method can drastically improve the 
efficacy of the other. For example, comparisons of different control methods for a variety of common 
invasive plants indicates that pulling and cutting alone are not as effective as cutting and applying a 
herbicide to stumps. Also, combining mowing with selective herbicides can enhance perennial invasive 
plant control, probably by improving herbicide contact with leaf surfaces. Of course, as with chemical 
control alone, use herbicides judiciously, safely, in a way that minimizes adverse effects on non-target 
resources and only as a last option.   
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Conclusions & Recommendations 

Parks, preserves and natural areas often face conflicting objectives from the different user groups 
and agendas. Use by the public often creates some degree of degradation of the resource, whereas 
strict natural preservation provides limited benefits for the community. Stewards of the St. Xavier 
preserve will need to establish a balance between these objectives. The collaborative vision for the 
property as established by WLT and the Sisters of Mercy is to establish a nature preserve (with short 
and long-term management plans including improving the quality of wildlife habitat in the former 
farm fields and woodlands, possible restoration of the wetlands, and strengthening of the buffer 
areas flanking Monastery Run and its tributaries) and to provide low-impact public visitation and 
enjoyment (including accessible trails through the former campus and convent areas, walking trails 
through the fields and woodlands, and phased additions of visitor amenities along with interpretive 
signage & materials explaining the history of the property). Furthermore, the WLT wishes to 
establish a farmer’s market on a separate parcel, adjacent to Route 30, within the overall property.  

In establishing the property as a nature preserve, and to protect and restore wildlife habitat, 
occasional maintenance will be required: The open fields, if left undisturbed will begin to add the 
forbs that will create the meadow.  This transition will take several growing seasons. After another 
several growing seasons, early succession will begin to exhibit itself. By the fifth year, a cycle of 
every five to ten years will require some action to maintain the meadow and a variety of methods 
can be utilized; mowing, disking, and prescribed fire. Refer to the CREP contract, and the discussion 
within this report, for specific maintenance requirements of those areas.  

Recreational uses on the property should be in keeping with the collaborative goals and objectives 
of the WLT & Sisters of Mercy, including conservation, passive recreation and education. Posted 
signage defining proper use is imperative; no snowmobiles, no off-road vehicles, etc. If it is decided 
that bicycles or equestrian use is to be permitted, then appropriate signage would be needed. Hiking 
trails are to be established and should link the various ecosystems (fields, forest, streams and 
wetlands) to each other and exposes the user to their differences (plants, sun exposure, 
temperature, topography, etc.). Trailhead signage/mapping is popular and useful along with mileage 
markers at specific intervals which indicates the distance from the trail head and help the user 
decide whether to continue or return to the parking area. 

Establishment of a handicapped accessible trail accommodates the entire community and would be 
relatively straight-forward in the former campus and convent areas. It is recommended that signage 
be provided along the way and/or at the terminus to provide education and enhance interest for 
those whose limitations would otherwise keep them from enjoying the entire property. Signage 
could potentially describe the history of the site, wildlife found on the property, or tree species 
along the trail (a good variety of trees exist in this area).  

WLT may find it beneficial to partner with a nearby college (St. Vincent) or high school to utilize their 
environmental department or biology classes to assist in the maintenance & monitoring of the 
property, and use this partnership as an outdoor laboratory. This may include cooperation with local 
schools to develop an on-site interpretive program for elementary and secondary school children. 
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Several wet areas exist on the property (see the drainage features map) and we would recommend 
a wetland delineation be conducted at some point in the future to identify the extent of these areas. 
It may be worthwhile for WLT to consider conversion of eligible CP-2 areas to enrollment in the 
NRCS Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) program, to consider enrollment of appropriate non-CREP 
areas in the WRE program, and also to consider other means of establishing wetland areas. It will 
also be worthwhile to consider reestablishing the connections of Monastery Run and tributaries to 
their floodplains – we would recommend a separate analysis of the possible enhancements be 
undertaken at some point in the future.  
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St. Xavier Nature Preserve 
Open House 

September 9, 2023, 10 AM - 4 PM 
106 St. Xavier Road 
Latrobe, PA  15650 

An Open House will celebrate the opening of the St. Xavier Nature Preserve to the public.  
The 248-acre property sits along Route 30 just west of the Arnold Palmer Regional Airport.   
It was the site of the former St. Xavier Academy and Convent and is well known to many families 
throughout the region.  Although the Academy and Convent were destroyed by fire in 1972, a 
separate fine 1862-era guesthouse, "Bellbrook", remains.  Bellbrook will become a base of operaTons 
for the Nature Preserve, with ample capacity for other complementary uses. 

The Nature Preserve holds fields, forests, wetlands, and over a mile of Monastery Run, a tributary to 
Loyalhanna Creek.  Westmoreland Land Trust is honored to have worked with the Sisters of Mercy to 
secure the conservaTon acquisiTon of the St. Xavier property;  the Sisters will retain ownership of the 
adjacent St. Xavier Cemetery.   

The Open House is expected to draw up to 300 visitors.  Features will include: 

• Tours of Bellbrook
• Tours or self-guided exploraTon of the nature preserve
• A celebraTon of conservaTon of the land 
• The opportunity to meet up with some of the Sisters of Mercy & St. Xavier almuni 
• Refreshments 
• CelTc harp music and children's acTviTes 

 
Sponsorships are available, with recogniTon in the program for sponsorships of  $100 or more* 
 

Signature $1,000 
Gold $500 

Silver $250 
Bronze $100 

*Sponsorship must be received by August 20, 2023, for inclusion in the event program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westmoreland Land Trust / 218 Donohoe Road / Greensburg PA  15601 

westmorelandlandtrust@gmail.com     724 325-3031 
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