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A scenic drive through...

OLD HUNTINGDON TOWNSHIP

... for a driver and a navigator

et



At a minimum, a driver and a navigator are required for a Ramble! Route

information is provided only as a suggestion for a scenic drive. Please drive
safely and observe all traffic rules.

Enjoy this Westmoreland Ramble!

A Scenic Drive Through
Old Huntingdon Township

Drive time: 1 hour / Length: 26 miles

When Westmoreland County
formed in 1773, the townships
we now know as North
Huntingdon, Sewickley, East
Huntingdon and South
Huntingdon were part of an
older and larger Huntingdon
Township. Our ramble will
explore this southwestern
corner of the county with its
historic links to transportation
routes such as the Lincoln
Highway, General Braddock’s
Military Road and the Great
American Passage trail.
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Note: Much of the historical information in this guide was gathered and
published by Bob Cupp and other members of the Norwin Historical Society.
For more information and to support their historical research, please visit:
https://www.norwinhistoricalsociety.org/



https://www.norwinhistoricalsociety.org/

Start your Ramble at the west entrance to Irwin Park (Google Maps address 626 Main
St, Irwin PA 15642).

From Route 30, Irwin Park can be accessed by turning onto 10"
Avenue at the traffic light, continuing onto Chestnut Street, then
turning left on Pennsylvania Avenue until you reach Main Street.
If you want to stretch your legs, turn into the parking lot here and
walk a few feet west of the intersection to view the detailed
Lincoln Highway Historical Plaque.

IMPORTANT!. . Set your Trip Odometer to “Zero” at the traffic light at the
intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and Main Street.

Mile
0.0 Pennsylvania Avenue passes the John Irwin House on the corner of Main Street

The John Irwin House was built in 1836 by the founder of Irwin
Borough. This large brick structure originally served as an inn
along the Philadelphia to Pittsburgh Turnpike, which later
became the Lincoln Highway. When the Pennsylvania
Railroad came through the area, John Irwin laid out the town
plan for Irwin Borough on the land between his inn and the
railroad line that ran along Brush Creek. The John Irwin House
has remained in the ownership of the same family until the
present day and now serves as the home of several small
Irwin businesses.

0.0 Pennsylvania Avenue passes the Irwin-Herminie Streetcar Barn and the Lincoln Highway
Mural on the right.

A short distance west of the John Irwin House sits an old red
brick building with a new yellow front that is now the home of
Precision Machining. It was originally the streetcar barn for
the Irwin-Herminie Traction line, one of four different electric
trolley lines that once served Irwin.
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The next building along

Pennsylvania Avenue hosts a large mural showcasing Irwin’s location
along the Lincoln Highway as well as its first traffic light on Oak
Street, and its coal mining heritage. The miners shown here are from
the Biddle Mine, which operated in Irwin from 1872 to 1955. Today,
this mine is the source of the third largest outflow of abandoned mine
drainage (AMD) in western Pennsylvania, turning Tinkers Run and
Brush Creek orange. The Turtle Creek Watershed Association is
currently working to remediate this discharge by designing a water
treatment plant.

0.1 Pennsylvania Avenue (Old Route 30) crosses Tinkers Run.



0.2 Turn right onto Old Trail Road.

Old Trail Road follows the original 1791 route of the Greensburg
to Pittsburgh Pike. Stagecoaches carried mail and goods along
this early road, connecting Pittsburgh to Philadelphia by 1806.
Stagecoach travel across the state took seven days and was the
main way that early settlers came to Westmoreland County,
predating both the Pennsylvania Mainline Canal (1834) and the
Pennsylvania Railroad (1854).
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Map from Tales of Tinkers Run (Gail Platt Altman and Dr. Tom Agnew)

0.3 Old Trail Road passes by Verdant Street. Continue on Old Trail Road.

Verdant Street, where John Irwin was born and raised, is
one of the oldest sections of Irwin. His father, James Irwin,
built a log cabin here in 1783 after traveling from County
Tyrone, Ireland, to join his brother who had settled in the
Brush Hill area in 1769. The James Irwin house is no longer
recognizable as a log cabin but can be identified from its
historical plaque.

0.8 Old Trail Road passes the Fullerton House at the corner of Jacksonville Rd.

This stone house was built by William Fullerton in 1798
as a general store, tavern and inn serving the stagecoach
route. William’s daughter Jane married neighbor James
Irwin while his son Humphrey Fullerton laid out the town
plan of Jacksonville (now Jacktown Hill) in 1810. A
historical plaque across the street shows the former
location of another early stagecoach inn, Mrs. Mclntyre’s
Hotel.




0.9 Old Trail Road passes the Abraham Marchand House (1828) on the right and then the
David Marchand House (1804) on the left at the one-mile mark.

The Marchand family, immigrants from Switzerland, built an
impressive Georgian-style residence here in 1804, using bricks
fired in a kiln that was built on the property. It can be seen from
both Old Trail Road and Center Highway. The house is named
for Dr. David Marchand, but his son Dr. Daniel Marchand and
grandson Dr. Benjamin Marchand also lived and practiced
medicine here. The house has been restored by antiques
collector Jack Miller.

The smaller Abraham Marchand House was built in 1828 by
another family member. Abraham Marchand was a leather
tanner and fur trader who married a daughter of early settler
Adam Saam. His ‘tanyard’ was at the rear of the house. This
structure, half-hidden by hedges, had a red brick wing added in
1990 to become a multi-family home.

1.1 Old Trail Road merges with Center Highway. Continue on Center Highway.

In 1928, as automobiles began using the narrow former stagecoach road, the Lincoln Highway
was re-routed from Old Trail Road to the wider Center Highway. It was later moved further
south to the current four-lane roadway of Route 30.

Just past the merge point, where the North Huntingdon
Township Building now stands, was once the site of the
regionally famous Jacktown Hotel. This hotel and
restaurant operated for 156 years, starting in 1809 as a
log cabin and then expanding multiple times to serve
travellers along the Philadephia to Pittsburgh Turnpike
(now Route 30). It was destroyed by fire in 1966. Postcard from the Bob Cupp collection,

courtesy of the Norwin Historical Society.

1.2 Center Highway passes the Jacktown Ride and Hunt Club on the right.

Established in 1936, the Jacktown Ride and Hunt
Club is one of the longest-running private dining
clubs in western Pennsylvania. The original structure
was a farmhouse built in 1850 on 102 acres.
Although the club promoted recreation and outdoor
living, it was never actually associated with fox
hunting or horseback riding.

1.3 Center Highway crosses Route 30. Continue onto Robbins Station Road.

1.4 Turnright from Robbins Station Road onto Parkway Drive. Go one long block to the ‘do-
not-enter’ sign. Take care, as oncoming traffic does not stop.



1.5 Make a sharp left turn from Parkway Drive onto Clay Pike and then an immediate right turn
onto Maus Drive, pausing at the corner if possible.

The Larimer Mansion on the corner of Clay Pike and Maus : ;_f"'
Drive is a log and frame building builtin 1790. Also known  |= ' = ’
as the Andrew and Jennie McFarlane House, it has a - I N B iE e
wood-frame addition built in 1870 and a wraparound
porch added in 1989. It was originally constructed by = kil =8 \
William Larimer Sr., a prominent industrialist from York Y. - 7_
County, who hosted many important men here in the : :
early 1800’s, including President William Henry Harrison.

g =1y

The Larimer Mansion Farm passed to Andrew McFarlane after he married William Larimer’s
daughter, Jennie, for whom a local road in the area is named. William Larimer’s son, William
Jr., was an entrepreneur who ran a freight line with John Irwin, invested in railways and coal
mines, and eventually moved west to found the city of Denver, CO. The town of Larimer is
named after William Larimer Jr.

1.7 Turnright off Maus Drive into the parking lot of Calvin Presbyterian Church.

This handsome brick church building was originally
called the Long Run Meeting House (later the Long Run
Presbyterian Church). The original log church builtin
1772 was destroyed by fire only three years later. The
church was rebuilt using brick in 1781 and enlarged in
the early 20" century. Most of the early Irish and
Scottish settlers in the area worshiped here and many
are buried in the adjoining Long Run Cemetery.

Postcard from the Bob Cupp collection,
courtesy of the Norwin Historical Society.

1.8 Turn left out of the parking lot and return along Maus Drive to Clay Pike.

1.9 Turn right onto Clay Pike and drive south-east toward Circleville.

The land here once belonged to a German immigrant named
Adam Saam, Sr. He came to America in 1752 and fought in the
French and Indian War, including at the Battle of Bushy Run. o A‘DAM SAAM
Following his discharge from the army, he received a deed from ' 173571609
Benjamin Franklin for 290 acres of land near Circleville. Saam

built a blockhouse on Robbins Station Road, near the Long Run
Presbyterian Church, to protect early settlers in the area from
native American incursions. A historical plague once marked
this spot where this blockhouse stood, but it was damaged in a
car accident and has not been replaced.




2.0 Continue on Clay Pike toward the traffic light at Robbins Station Road.

From Circleville
south to Rillton PA, , T Greensburg
our Ramble route K ®

will follow in reverse
the path General
Edward Braddock
and George
Washington took in
1755 when they
marched a British
and colonial army
from Maryland to
attack Fort
Duquesne during the
French and Indian
War. Known as Braddock’s Military Road, the route continued to be used by early settlers after
it was blazed through the wilderness, and many local roads still follow its path. Braddock’s
Army camped at two spots we will see along the Ramble route : Three Springs Camp (#19 on
the map) and Monacatootha Camp (#18 on the map).
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2.1 Clay Pike passes Braddock’s ‘Three Springs Camp” at the traffic light.

Although there is a road named for Three Springs Camp half T 5 g

a mile further south, many historians believe that s mTHREE SPRINGS' CAMP |

Braddock’s Three Springs Camp (#19) was actually located N Aoty CAMPED JULY 2 1785, EN ROUTE
70 CAPTURE FORT DU QUESNE.THE TURTLE CREEK

near this intersection. A historical marker was placed here sariLE WiTH T3 DEEE NG A

in 1932 and is still clearly visible beside the sign for First gt e O o o
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At Three Springs Camp, General Braddock’s army made an fi 2 g3
abrupt turn to the southwest. According to legend, the army

intended to continue north from Three Springs camp, but the terrain was too steep and rugged
for their wagons and cannons.’ They therefore “circled back” toward the south (thus giving
Circleville its name) and instead made their way down Long Run Valley (now Lincoln Way) to
the Monongahela River, and then on to the site of their final battle with the French in Braddock
PA.

2.8 Clay Pike passes Three Springs Road on the left.

This part of Braddock’s Military Road is named for the surface it
once had before being paved. Clay is abundant in the soils of
Westmoreland County, formed by weathering of shale
bedrock. Roads based on packed clay were soft and easy on
the feet of horses and oxen during dry weather but became
slippery and treacherous in wet seasons.

" To view the rugged topography that forced Braddock to change his marching plans, you can visit the Westmoreland Land
Trust’s scenic Otto and Magdalene Ackermann Nature Preserve located just off Route 993 near Ardara, North Huntingdon.



3.3 Turnright from Clay Pike onto Guffey Road.

Guffey Road is named because it leads to the small hamlet of
Guffey’s Hollow near the Youghiogheny River. Alexander Guffey
began drilling brine wells here in the early 1800’s, boiling down
the salty groundwater to create rock salt that he then sold
downriver to Pittsburgh. With the arrival of steamboat travel,
the area became a popular docking spot known as Guffey’s
Landing. For many years, a hotel called the Brine Well House
served travelers on the river and later on the Baltimore and
Ohio railroad line. The building burned down in 1900.

3.7 Turnright from Guffey Road into the parking lot of Kerber’s Dairy Land.

The Kerber Dairy began operations at this site on their
family farmin 1961. At that time, farmers were allowed
to sell milk directly to the public if people brought their
own jugs to the dairy. With a herd of 300 grass-fed
Holstein cattle, the Kerbers soon began adding ice
cream and other products to their retail facility. The
dairy cattle were eventually sold so that the family
could focus on milk and ice cream production, which continues today.

If they are open when you visit, feel free to take an ice cream break here!
3.7 Turn left out of Kerber’s Dairy Land onto Guffey Road and return to Clay Pike.
4.1 Turnright onto Clay Pike and continue for 1.5 miles through the traffic light.

5.5 Clay Pike passes Indian Lake Park on the right.

This North Huntingdon Township Park
has a playground and picnic pavilion,
along with paved paths and the
Arrowhead hiking trail around the lake.
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6.0 Turn left onto General Braddock
Road just past Apter Industries.

6.9 General Braddock Road passes the site of Monacatootha Camp (#18) near a private
residence. We suggest you continue 0.2 mile to the intersection with Reservoir Road
where you can make a careful U-turn and return to view it.

7.3 General Braddock Road passes the site of Monacatootha Camp on the right.

General Braddock’s ill-fated march had an incident of
friendly fire here on June 18, 1755, which killed the son
of a native ally, Chief Monacatootha (also known as
Scarouady). Monacatootha lived along the Ohio River
and had aided George Washington on his first journey to
western Pennsylvania in 1753. The town of Monaca is
named in his honor.




7.3 Continue on General Braddock Road back to its intersection with Clay Pike.

8.1 Turn left onto Clay Pike and continue for 0.1 mile through Rillton.

Rillton developed as a coal-patch town and also a stop on the Irwin-
Herminie Traction Company electric trolley line in the early 1900’s.
Legend has it that Charlie Parr, the owner of the house seen in this
post card, was an officer of the traction company and had his own
personal stop along the line.

8.2 Turnright at the sign for Grandview Nurseries onto Mars Hill Road.

9.6 Mars Hill Road passes by the Mars Hill Baptist Church (circa 1857) on the left.

Mars Hill Road and this church bear the name of a community that no longer really exists in
Westmoreland County. It was originally a stopping place along the Mt Pleasant-Pittsburgh
Stagecoach Pike between Irwin and Herminie. With the advent of railroads, coal mines, and
electrified trolley lines, there was less need to stop and rest horses here. Rillton became the
local hub of commerce.

13.2 Excellent views can be seen to the west of Mars Hill Road here.

As you travel southwest on Mars Hill Road toward Sutersville, you are
following the crest of a watershed divide between the Youghiogheny
River on your right and Little Sewickley Creek on your left. The ridge
gets narrower as you approach the confluence of the two streams,
resulting in excellent views. This is also the center of the Irwin
syncline, a downward curving structure which preserves Permian-
aged rocks here which are otherwise rarely found in Westmoreland
County.

13.9 Mars Hill Road bends right and becomes 1% Street as you enter Sutersville.

The town plan of Sutersville was laid out in 1870 by Eli Suter,
who originally owned one of the mills that gave Waltz Mills its
name. He came to the Sutersville area around 1849 where he
owned a farm, ferry and sawmill. The borough was chartered in
1901 as “Suterville" (without an ‘s’), but it is known today as
Sutersville.

14.5 Continue straight on 1! Street and cross the Youghiogheny
River.

14.6 Turn left from 1° Street into the parking lot for the Great Allegheny
Passage. You can stretch your legs here if desired.

The Great Allegheny Passage (GAP) Trail is also known here as the
Youghiogheny River Trail. It follows the right-of-way of the former Pittsburgh &
Lake Erie Railroad. This “Little Giant” rail line carried coal and coke from the
Youghiogheny Valley to steel mills in Pittsburgh. Despite its limited track
miles, in its heyday it hauled one percent of the nation’s freight tonnage.
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14.6 Turn right out of the parking lot and travel back across the bridge. Take the first right onto
1% Avenue (no road sign, but you will see a Moose Lodge) and continue for 0.7 miles until 1%
Avenue ends by merging onto 2nd Avenue

15.7 After an S-curve, 2nd Avenue becomes Sutersville Road, with the Youghiogheny River on
your right and the active CSX Railway on your left.

16.8 Sutersville Road crosses Little Sewickley Creek just above its confluence with the
Youghiogheny River and becomes Robertson Road.

18.1 Robertson Road bends left and crosses the railroad tracks. Follow 0.1 mile and turn right
onto N. Water Street as you enter West Newton.

West Newton’s history began in 1788 when a group of
settlers led by Revolutionary War General Rufus Putnam
paused here to build riverboats. They then traveled by water
to Ohio, founding the town of Marietta. West Newton’s town
plan was laid out by Isaac Robb, who operated a toll bridge
at this location.

18.8 Turn right from N. Water Street onto E. Main Street
(Route 136) and cross the bridge.

In the late 1800’s, West Newton had a covered bridge across
the Youghiogheny. Flood waters carried it away, and it took
several years before a ‘New Bridge” could be built using steel
arches.

18.9 At the end of the bridge, turn right onto Collinsburg Road. Proceed 0.1 miles to the
second parking lot of the Regional Trail Corporation Visitor Center.

The Great Allegheny Passage or GAP Trail parallels the
Youghiogheny River from McKeesport south to
Confluence PA. The Regional Trail Corporation oversees
the Allegheny, Westmoreland, and Fayette County
portions of the GAP trail. Its visitor center is housed in a
brick reconstruction of West Newton’s 1910 Pittsburgh
and Lake Erie train station.

This is a good stop for lunch, with several nearby food stands and restaurants and picnic tables
for GAP trail users.

19.0 Turn right out of the Visitor Center parking lot onto Collinsburg Road.

19.0 Turn left from Collinsburg Road onto E. Main Street and cross the bridge. Continue east
on E. Main Street / Route 136 through West Newton.

20.4 Turn left at the Y-intersection to remain on Route 136 / Greensburg Pike.

22.9 Turn right from Route 136 / Greensburg Pike onto Bells Mill Road.

10



23.3 Bells Mill Road passes through Westmoreland County’s last covered bridge.

This covered bridge over Little Sewickley Creek was named for
the Bell brothers who operated a nearby gristmill. Built in 1850
by Daniel McClain, the bridge was painted white for most of its
existence until 1976, when it was refurbished for the
Bicentennial celebration. It was completely rebuilt by
Westmoreland County in 1988 and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Wyano is a coal patch town named after the initials of the
Youghiogheny and Ohio Coal Company. They opened the
Osborne #1 mine here in 1902. The vintage photograph
shows the town, full of identical company-built houses, as it
looked in 1906.

i

26.0 Continue on 1° Street to the I-70 interchange. This should allow you to return home easily
via interstate highways.

We hope you enjoyed this Westmoreland Ramble!

This free driving guide was made possible through
the generous support of 2025 Sponsors including:

Civil & Environmental Consultants Inc.
Clark Hunter Foundation
Jonathan Emrock / Edward Jones Financial Advisors
Nickos Chimney Company
Sendell Motors
Smail Auto Group
Somerset Trust Company
Standing Wave Coffee Roasters
Turtle Creek Watershed Association
Unity Memorials
Westmoreland County Commissioner Doug Chew

Vittone’s Music Center

11



2025 Westmoreland Ramble Map & Directions

Simplified Driving Directions

e Follow Pennsylvania Avenue to Old Trail Road.

e Merge onto Center Avenue and continue across
Route 30.

e Turn right on Parkway Drive, then sharp left onto
Clay Pike. Immediate right on Maus Drive.
Continue to Calvin Church.

e Return to Clay Pike and turn right. Continue
through intersection with Robbins Station Road.

e Continue south and turn left onto General
Braddock Road.

e Return to Clay Pike, then turn left to continue
south.

e Turn right onto Mars Hill Road and continue into
Sutersville.

e Cross Youghiogheny River on 1% Street, then
return.

e Turn right on 1% Avenue, merge onto 2" Avenue,
then follow Sutersville Road south as it becomes
Robertson Road.

e Turn right on N. Water Street, then turn right on E.
Main St.

e Cross the river and turn right onto Collinsburg
Road.

e Return to E. Main Street and turn left. Follow
Route 136.
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Herminie |

&= 55 min
25.8 miles

Sltersville

e Turn right on Bells Mill Road and proceed south to Wyano.

e Continue south on 1 Street to I-70 Interchange.

Google Maps Route: https://maps.app.goo.gl/kLyTvjhE7pJnA5JD7
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106 Saint Xavier Road
Latrobe PA 15650
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